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8. Men in the Right Place: Legitimation in
the Autobiographical Talk of Elite
Businessmen with a Past ‘Old Structure’.

Vladimir Andrle
Jntroduction &

s uticle is based on a research project involving long life-story inter-
views with respondents from a variely of contrasting elite and non-clite
miworks in Crzech society. Sixty-six interviews were carried oul in sev-
el heldwork sojourns over a one-year period during 1994-95, Eighteen
al the respondents were members of what the Czechs colloquially cali
okl shructures” when the revolution came in November 1989

Biclore the revoluton, Messrs Dvorak, Elias and Fabera (the names
ai psendonyms) were ministerial members of the government. Messrs
Alev, Andulka and Fiala were on the prime minster’s staff. Messrs
Ambroz, Cermak and Drabek were directors and Mr Erben the chicf
vipineer ol industrial enterprises. Messrs Barta, Brezina and Exner were
sl executives of mndustrial or trading monopolies. Mr Boucek was a
Wph academic functionary. Mr Carda was already in business as an offi-
thully registered management consultancy cooperalive, but he was also a
member of a government committee drafting reform laws, Messrs Cerny
atnl Ihinek chaired large farming cooperatives. Mr Foltyn was a high-
tiking policeman,

in 1994, Dvorak was in retirement, while Elias, Erben. Fabera, Fiala
an Foliyn were in professional or white-collar employment, the revolu-
Bon luving demoted them from positions of power and alfluence. Cerny,
Hanweh and Drabek were essentially in the same managerial posts as
futore, Cermak was doing well afler leading a management buy oul of a
ptl of his old firm while Exner was comfortably settled in a real estate
bainess, having bought two Prague buildings at a low cost from restitu-
el

AMes, Andulka, Ambroz, Barta, Boucek, Brezina and Carda looked
Wb heing successful enough by 1994 to be regarded as members of the
s tither than middle classes of the new business world Ales was the
vhiclexecutive and major sharcholder of a fiim owning influential media
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organs. Andulka was a boardroom director of one of the larger banks
Ambroz was in the same dircctorial office as before, but his firm enjoyeil
large and lucrative contructs with a range of leading western companied
and its shares had a high quotation on the stock exchange. Barla was Ll
chiel executive of an investment fund which was represented on i
boards of 350 industnal companies as 2 major shareholder. Bouce '
owned a chain of businesses including two stockbroker firms, an invesis
ment fund, a property-development firm and art dealers. Brezina was il
owner-manager too. his businesses including wholesale imports-cX =il
properly development, restaurants, retail oullets. and dealing n valu "
bles such as diamonds. He was a man capable of responding 1o an emeis
gency by picking up a phone and arranging the delivery of S30000 coshi
to a border crossing between Mongoha and Russia, within holiiss
Carda’s business included a management consultancy. currently withf
340 clients, an investment fund, stock-broking, auditing and publishinﬁ
having been involved in 240 privatization projects employing 500 corlj
sultants

Ales and Andulka had been colleagues in the last communist go'-.-l.'ﬁ'
ment, but their respective business organizations did nol appear to ha '
any significant involvements with one unother at the time of the ik
vicws, Ambroz, however. appcared to be in almost daily contact willg
Barta, Boucck and Brezina during the summer of 1994. Barta had been
deputy minister in 1990-93, involved in privatizing a number of still
industries including the one to which Ambroz’s company belonged.

The men of the old structure present in the emerging capitalist esta
lishment are a point of controversy in Czech society. Not everyoli
believes that they have attained these positions on merit alone, n ]
and fair market competition. Many people express the view thal the ‘ve
vet revolution” was too velvety in allowing “old structures’ a pole posi
tion in the race [for capital that was started by privatization. ‘Gl
structures’ had contacts and inside knowledge, and they were able I8
transfer their skills in building up power blocks in the processes of prig
vate capital formation. Entrepreneurs who had not been in execull
office under the old regime complain of unfair competition while ncgi
tive comments about the success of “old structures” can be heard amolj
the non-entrepreneurial sections of the population as well. An absclu
rejection of the country’s communist past on both moral and economi@
grounds was a dominant theme in the public discourse of the new il
the presence of ‘old structures’ among the new capitalists poses an 15SHl
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ol lepitimation. The discussion below addresses the ways in which the
ol structure’ respondents, especially the successful ones, handled this
i in the telling of their fife-stories

Methods

{1te story telling can be thought of as a production of identity. In narrat-
fuy theis pasts. people construct their versions of who they are The nar-
it has o el a story that the listener can understand, The story has to
e o coherence to make sense. The coherence makes the life course
svatlable for other people’s comprehension, and at the same time com-
pihncates that the self it describes has an integrity. Theoretically, it may
b 1hat there are people who would construct their autobiography so that
il pives a message of a sclf whose main theme is a disregard lor moral
wiple Such cases, if they exist at all, are rare. People are social beings
wlio, when invited to narrale their autobiography, communicate a posi-
s morally adequate identity. A sprinkling of confessions does nol
il the effect. On the contrary. the admission of a past crror of judgc-
el of of a past compromise between being moral and being practical
v be itself turped into one of the socially valued attributes which the
al{ mobilizes in his or her presentation.

I'he life storics in this project were Lold in a special kind of interac-
Ural setting — the research interview, Inlerviewer and inlerviewce met
Iy prior voluntary agreement, to produce data which the former needed
i basis Tor his sociological writing. This provided the parameters and
tule ol an interactional order. The interviewer was implicitly granted
e ipht o ask questions, but not all questions, He could hardly do an
Ity iew such as a prosceuting council might do with a defendant in a

vt lioom or a psychialrist with a patient in a clinic, for that would be
e otsislent with the prior agreement. The invisible line between perti-
montand impertinent questions might shift during an interview, but it hud
to e minded 10 make sure that the collaborative process continues. And,
hioon all imteractions, the satisfactory accomplishment of an interview
Wivolved what Erving Goffman called face work — each interactant help-
W the other to compose and preserve a face within the interaction that

diplays approved social attributes and warrants respect

[ie men of the “old structure” were no different [rom the great
wonily ol respondents in that they took up willingly the unusual
e the lerview gave to talk about themselves and reconstruct their
ot breely chosen themes. In the narratives they produced. there wis
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a difference between the suceessiul and less suce wasfil ones, the detailed
documentation of wiich is beyanid the scope of this article, Some uf the
loss successiul ones shifted the sundpoing of thew s ] f-prrdsenbation
{{ace} during the interview, starting by displaying o positve [rume il
minel sad o philosophical acceptance of the Fate the revolution degle g
them and ending with an esculating riticism of postpevalotion develips
ments and an ariiculation of feeling hetrsyed by opportanst frelivid ks
A brave face, so | spenk, 2uve way 10 bitier face und theee were fisg
sures in the overall construction of their narranives This is unsurprsing
Problems with present circumstances — feeling shifted out of one’s righl
ful place — are el s conducive Lo producing a smedoth wansition frol
st i present o the overall narrative. The successlul Ales, Andulki
Ambroz, Barta. Boucek and Carda, on the other hand, produced nureas
rives which preserved an above-average degree of overall coheretid
dlespite pucking in o ool diverse subploty and phservitlons. Thaey mi
weed to create very singular, unfmgmented lentities without appeari i
to have (o labour their justilications ol their communist pasts.

It is unusual for respondents in life-story interviews 1o mind &
averall enherence ol their narratives o the extent of articulating Mg
ewplicit affirmation of a meaningful univying thread ot the enik. Mr Ales
however, did jist that. The passage below is luy answer 1o the intel
viewer's routine closing question, whether the respondent can chirk gl
anything else he would wish (0 say

[ think (hit this spciemss of vurs, which i overy tngrhle aid lor whiel
wie gl i lot of praise, & For me tlee pesule of the Fact il miy prey
Fifie, s it wete, had o cernin sense, that T was, o entitely cons
scionsly, getting rewdy, My educanion wisn't bal, anddl o Lot T den’l
huve o book Baek with any great embarrdssment, although, as is the
habit af Caecl revalutions, life begins on 17 November |39 amd
prior 1o thut dite there Bl Beon mothing (laughier), you ki whait
vaean. 1 Taok Back inte my past with o sor af calmness, O the ELAME
e | reulize how muel we bave yot ' learh, what is stilh missing
anel how mueh more Uhive v m do, P we gl 13 ||u.-1r:.'-1:l.l-|'m1llli'
which is lwrmmg ever faster and L worry i 1imws (T W miame Ty S
thing right, We ore preparing 4 radical reotggnzation of this D
ek it s dawnes] on us thal we coan'l carry on nikmsging 1 ihie
wivy wehave done so Tor, (Ales: lines |523-1552)
For the successtul men of the ‘old structare’, handling the legitimilg
issue that many Czechs make ol the buoyancy of their forunes in
new era is largely a question of Lwo things Firstly, using the posill
social atributes accorded by the dominant public discourse of the
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||||.u:u. I successful businessmen. Secondly, narmating o life-story whicl
MEhlights puast events so that they can be read as :-i':é;_ir'ht:r-. o ity 11;-.'. el
viccessiul ending. where the pamuior is a man in e riaht plae ¥ :.:LH:
detiiled features of this construction are discussed helow s

I Y -
Political power was always elsewhere

.!.|I|]L| I':]:':i iflliﬁ‘j'?‘lmy C:f the.ncw success of ‘old structures’ ariscs (rom
1 P, | DIE-FEENTHE exneculives Usig uistrupulous means: o gey
"IIIFIr-.Iu_ Il.llllil wieldimg arbitrory and oppressive peawer over olhers rFI.llgiw
""I'|lt‘i::'r"'F:II.TLII:EI:LT-TJUHHH described their past careers. Some of them
e, bt III : .r:.glttr the role of pitronage in their cancer progres-
i ull gave respectable reasons why their patrons picked them fie
NN Lo A =i III.“:: N exeutive office made only, oblique refer-

wielding: power. The word “power’ (met or ity deriviitives

ippeated rare]y in these ; '
Se accounts, v ; f ive [ I
e , which were extensive and varied n

'l|'\.|:l"|l1l::ir::lI_':I::':HIlf::'l'lil:u'““”;t'r}. .ni the acvounts given by respondents wi
R I:I..mlz.\;.:!.ﬂlri'ltnldl cormiclors af perwer (A bes, Andulkn, Dy
||||||||||||'|||.I|.1;| d‘“. mt.‘ 1:;1 .-||. couldd |ZH.. praraphrased ay follows, They had
e fo e eresling wnrlv.: The work they did ad nuostly o sensi-
it .".". hich would be uselul under any system. Thev were compe

SO o i e and worked hard, They had -||1-|!|_"r'|:|1~[:- tuctichl !-.{IF o
:u ifrlish things and sometines made misakes and L'ljk';llL'll:ﬂllJ FllrlII
W [ i .l i ) )
o I-I“:.::EIIJI.:::I:S;.:::m!:h. They helped people and todk persenal risks o
n. Phey Were aware thal the system had laults s

tall goals, however, were not all bad. They tried to serve the positive

il ra3xl|}lay111g a role in political moves for reformist change The sys
I LAt oved 1self i : .

fothe cvent proved itself unviable, but that was for other reasons
i lose associated with the part they played in it L

hi't:. 1|l| :%m‘eﬁs to ;irbltrflr)" personal power in these accounts were ones
¢ respondent himself was threatened or stymied by it Several
|'llllll|l'lllS described experiences which made the point that they \:t:::‘
.:,.,";'l‘ l:lr lh:—. threats of power more, and he.ld to take more risks in their
o their work well, than most ordinary people. Mosl of them
il s one of the revolution’s benefits an atmosphere in \\;hlch ‘itis

b to bicathe’. Fabera used
€ sed these words, a > hoel cuffer
dli | lll]\«\"'l']l.H]]. ’ ][hOngh ne had sutfer ed the
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Ales. Andulka, Elias and Fiala werce recent arrivals, the upcomiftff
perestroika generation. Dvorak and Fabera had long tenures in centrih
covernment, but their porifolios were associated with the cconontic seel
tor, which enabled them to describe their work as having largely a techs
nocratic rather than purely political content

Making a distinction between the economic and political spheres of
the old regime was a strong teature of the ways in which the rcspondenf_
with managerial buckgrounds deseribed their careers, For example. thi
is whal Ambioz said when he was asked whether his network of bu sinc:_
conlacls changed after the revolution,

Ne. That's interesting. 1t has not chianged al all, you see. The conlacts
| bl in thee eeonomic life, the various deputy directors ar dinsclons
and unit munsgers of varkons Geme, ol whom evieryone was an exper|
it sarmmething, or people who were in charge ol plinning. etle. whi
yioul nisgdedl 1 contact pessonally Lo make thilrgs happen quickly, that
netwierk Basn't chianged, | use essontinlly e game lot o LetJe e
aumbers as 1 did Before the revolution, becanse the peopls who were
Enperts i somcthing. they are in thess places Wy, you know A
interesting thing. though, is that the people who wsed o present them:
selvey an political specialists, and we et el hey were mil TSR
laely eleves, they finished very quickly and you don’t find them
anywhens. They don't erop up anywhens, it s nob true that vld com,
maniats Prom political functions snow have thew own hems, they
don't. Only people who did econmmic things do. inomy knowledge
The ecisnonic sphete bas remained e political bas dispersed
{Ambroz, lines 961-993)

And he reiterates the point a little later:

W nevier lved o political Tife; you see, Polinetans imertered m thil
they: oecasionully ordered us 0 buld some presmses Tar o districs
couneil of sorrethung, bur we never Tived apalition lifie, Yo alwiays
lived an economic lite, (Ambroz, lines 1026-1031)
Old-regime executives in the economic sphere were real experts in th
‘old structure’ respondents’ accounts, in conirast to the political sphere,

Relevant expertise accumulation

Accumulation of expertise which is claimed as relevant to legitinulb®

business success in a market economy Iy a strong thread running throv g
all the narratives of the respondents who have done well since the reys
lution Socialist carcer experiences are described in the language of (i

new era (another point of difference beiween newly successful anl
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misnceessiul ‘old structure’ respondents), and in ways suggesting hard
work, technical competence and leadership skills. Other events such as
forcipn travel are presented as constitutive of “the life school’, too. Some
al the subplots may look like contrived evidence ol the respondent’s
mowing readiness to become a successful capitalist businessman when
vonsidered in themselves, taken out of the narratve’s contlext. But taken
wpether they build up a picture of an individual with atiributes for legit-
Iate success 1 a competitive market environment
I his Ambroz said early on in his narrative:

Bl m 1972 — that was in [act a year when T began work as a foreman,

| became involved in entrepreneurial activity, for the first time [ man-

aped 4 project on my own’ {Ambroz, lines 96-102 )
[he casual description of being a foreman in a state-planned industry as
vntieprencurial activity” {zacal se chytat podikani) helps to cstablish
an catly connection between his past and present. But he was nol just a
it socialist career manager, he was able (o suggest later on,
heoatse his brother was an emigre capitalist

(it it this way, during the past period many of us had entreprencur-

il ideas. After all, T must say, nobody sought to prevent me from vis-
inp my brother in Switzerland, [ was there twice or three limes
during the communist regime; he had had his own {irm there for some
{5 years, so I knew exactly what was involved, [ knew exactly how to
v about it, bu it was not possible here, 10 behave in a pure'ly entre-
(rencurial manner, (Ambroz, lines 858-868 )

Pl s how Ales describes his earlier career,

ho they threw me out of the Parly {in the eadly 19708} Bul, [ have o
ny, i may have done me good, in that, untl 1988, T was not allowed
b have any authoritative posts, only the job ol a rank and fe.., That
wis enormously valuable 1 travelled everywhere throughout the
oty and got acquainted with a huge amount ol enterprises and
their managers. That was a great lile school (Ales, lines 142-163.)
Mook was talented and given to enthusiastic hard work in his proles-
] tield right from the beginning of his carecr (much of his narrative
v oibont that), An episode in which he was tempted, al the age of 30, to
sptile but decided against it, introduces an independent witness into
the narrative, to help establish that his high-llying career was based on
g nine professional merit rather than on the political skills of socialist
dversm The witness was a western frm that offered him employment

the work (that was offered) was interesting .. 1 was in a sort of com-
g et with the people T was meeting, the English and the Swedes,
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artel s | wis able 1o estimate where [ wisan my fielid, amdd | saow that |
wis oot stopid; fhat 1 eould compsre mysell very siecessiully with
them, This is nel o gquestion of self-praise bt of o ol prigmatic
assessment of the simation, (Boucek, lines 324- LELLN
Laier o i s sory, he established his munagerial credintinls s thes
hewd of n university department. This wils Fiie most enjovable workisge
period wnder the olil regre, unlike s laier servace 10 higher functicm
which invalved him in moch unpleasant breaucratic intighting. Undet
his leadership,
Chal departinenn of aurs was provmg for yeio it 11 ws ceally b
ory Cedtwiier), thal we wers alwinys miaking moiey, we bt 1w weeks
long working conférences. per yeur, anc in (e wirter ol one i jhe
summes.. The deparment hecame e for mever huving meatings
(laughters, you see, as the system of the, so to speih, birsEcraic
managenient wis telasing. (Boucek, lines §23:5170
‘Being hungry' (drava) like Boucek’s department was under his leaders
ship is a positive term in the language ol the current cra, denoting appes
tite for competitive initative and entrepreneurship

Our respondents supported the “accumulation of relevant expertisg
theme by volunteering arguments that the old regime was not a back
ward econamy. bt one which produeed fespectable stundards ool b
irial and managerial professionalismt in some wrcis. Comments of Ui
kimel were aften produced in the contuxl af deseribing carly post-resol ;
tion cxperiences with wesiern businessmen and advisors 3

Al the dpsulting thing was that they thooght they wotllil hisve 1o help

s down T the trees, expliin whin chalization was, thil we shehil
cul Irom plutes ete, But they came and found That they wens thils
atighly mmstaken, that the state Wik ok 10 rujns, wow sed, thot thend
were technotoglcal processes ind skills bere, und thid we conrld cony
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I 1 =
|-~--;|uL'n.:i:JJ-|T:|r in s e l'-.iflﬂi:lfil1lng passages, Urder the commmmist regline,
s o Ii:“d:l l.l:'.ll1lh.l|:n-. W!]|_:11 our respondents were growing up.
= I*&gs:rilulcl L'k:i|dr l.a[:-:-. il hlgluh_u.lnuc il vses, because 1le aathgr -
Bt iy 1-|:i.ri MT-iun.]lu w_+:.|-|..-|rr_g'u:l.11.~.~; prarcinty s .nl,'-_'.ulillg sistil
bkl [:I | il n._|||h|I|[_'r'. Mo the tables turned. People whi
T are able o makilize godl bourgedis hackgrounds for the con

sy II“:I Wik L | l'l J'll"l"l.]l". l!‘l“.lt'.. |'|.|

(9 ' 3

|I|I_I|.: Iﬁlf:'::;lfll:iltl:;-lﬁl_ll le.llllll_',- problem., Daddy went to prisan snd wi
e di& & nl:l Mkl I_I1.'|dl just started primary schonl, -
Factories in Fasl BL:‘”: I'-J_ ER presan | Well, we, o Gy, owng
R st ohertrid sincy U, production of Trames, for pic-

cte_. so b hid it conseguences. | was theson of o fictory owne
-rl Illll III.:Illh;ll. I I1I.{-J problens gelting a place ino h::cnnr.lur':.- ;,.-_tl-:[u:]“lr;:i:

dve b sy, Wilfler-that nobody did oy J ) :

savight. They hort dued, B l'll?i n'u':I -:?"’E.ln‘itllzlz.lilil?t']:1f1|’-'r-l?nli :'i' B

Itoucek started his narrative in a similar vein

IL-'“ml-i-.-“J: .::|I|£2|I|:f|u;:t1ug}y:3m simply. bechuse | mmnpged 1o enter i
biwing ';Ip s Ihc. ; (. the ""_-'" ol !-L'|_'In'.‘|| Iowianded, beconse T wis
P :-Imuldi'::.::“:?r_ wee I o Tanme, sa0 1 owanted o becone o
T el I'l]ur:;l mL“:: !'Ilzt:lj'l]t;1‘|:l!1r_'ll.'.'l|1:|h-: I wats good academi-
S i 0 B wed Lo sav. inappropriale coadne-
|I.:n| -.:flr:llnrflllp:;-.-:e .;Ir'rflm'mfn:"”_' i was. gl 1o HL"I ﬂ“f'l any h'L'h':I-I:-:I
gillv | could h |1-.-E_- ."-n':;;j atar o lor of hassies, biviause theoreti-
labw e bai I,_El‘] to ‘illrlll.‘l '.rl “F;-_'.I"' i 'le" kil _'-'I iprenlce or
it o ¥ HOILES b coriain brave indovidals < there
: A pripe who are sort of brave and have 3 signifcan infl

L Ill_‘rﬂlll|I|ﬂ-1|:l|'-ucek_]in.-_-q_ 2TET0) E ol

jrebe with fhem w fthaut probliams, (Amb, lines 340-358.) +" Warins 1if
] [’ In = a g ! 3 i
b niss 3d(-258 it = Irfe story, the socul survival of g clusszembanled family ic in

WL e i
ol dnifymg thread. It opens with o deseription of the family's

r"l“ ] ”l‘h'ﬂ- 1 HiI.R.L J‘l.l-lrl L o< WSS e
IC
I i I' I'“" I'“.I'-l ||.1I|Li|.| 1571 %y I“lll III-I:'\'i 'llllj"l.-

The narratives, however, also contained passages in which the respuli
enis showed that they did not regard their old-regime cxpertise as s |
cient i the new conditions. They sl professed the view thiit, despitdig
contmmty in the ecenomic secior networks, the change of the sconil
system was b ordical one. All the parrtives nelude episodes showi
the narratar (o have been o willing lenmer, and all e niion the exhil
tion of making a new start 1n one’s middle age. Some mention
stresses as well,

TR T 8

l | IInl "LI ll.ll:ljl.llhlll'e"-.llltl!l Bappened, obvioysly, and s began prohlems

i i ' I " s 1} - X
¥ hely which were with me essentiolly all my Hife until [958

I, Tines40-45.)
e iddcdle ety of . . g
b ....|l| ain |‘mrll.~. fJf the narrative give a lot of information about the fates
'|u-.:\} m;}|ln hers as well as Barta’s own. Father had a spell in prison in
v Buarta had to train as a mechanic, ‘so as to get closer to the
- =
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working class’, before gaining entiy into a university Parents emigratiih
in 1968, and Barta had to do somce fancy footwork with the authorities
stop them from confiscating their house, As a young man he did a loL 4
moonlighting to sustain a life style which prominently featured huntini
in the forests that his family used to own. He took pride in kecping i
touch with the people who used to manage the forest for his grandlathgi
and in having the local community’s confidence. His career progresslul!
to senior admimstrative ranks in the industrial monopoly was made [u
sible by a technocratic minded general director who was prepared |
shield him from political scrutiny When mentioning his achievemen
both beflore the revolution and in the government function he held fro
1990, Barta reinforces his identification with his family background b
giving a credit to the upbringing he had got. His parcnts had alway
taught him not to expect anything without hard work. They had told hil
how his grandfather had worked long hours as a banker during the Fild
Republic, and taught him principles which he found useful to abide by
For example, this is how he started his answer when asked alx
changes in his acquaintance networks aller joining the governmenl |
1990:
[ always keep u principle that they made o pont of teaching me at
home. They sad, when you are ascending, always greet respectiully
the people (coming from the opposite direction) you will be meeling,
Keep in touch with them all, because vou will be meeting them again
when you are descending. (Barta. lines 937-943.)
This is how Barla opened the concluding phase of his autobiographicil
talk: '

My lile has changed substantially (since 1989}, because 1 am cssen-
tially the only member of my family who has restored (he interrupted
continuily, the position my tamily had before 1948 The family used
o belong Lo, not perhaps the highest elite. but certainly to the circles
that took part in governing the state and its finances They had an
exceptional position and were well known. Well, and when T think
about iL, I jumped over two generations (sic) and teturned to where
the family had been until 1940 or 1939, when the Germans came.
Whether the wealth and position will be restored entirely now largely
depends on the children..., what they make of it. (Barta, lines [317-
1343))

Connectedness with the new regime people

Barta ascended o the post-revolution government partly thanks to neye
having been in the communist party, and perhaps also (o his family ol
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mictions wath the First Republic, Bin the old regime executives who
Wete in the comimuaist party and now are part of the business extablish-
WeE van abser convey their identificatbon with the new regime which
P beyime the obviows fact thaut they dee doing well i, They can
SEdni-cormumist suspicions sich os might attoch o their “old ;lru -
i prants by mentioning in pissing that they ) persomil by kneswen sl
fwtcel by members ol prime minister Klaus's governmaent, 17 that wov-
inent his gained a world-wide crediblity as being on the side ol lib-
Pk capitalism, then ex-communist businessmen  cun share in that
vedibility too. For example;

ol ki, we wete strong year in the university! it wis the yeur of
Klaus, Koecarmik, Dyba (cabiner ministerst, they ane ull prople we
K, { Al Timies Bd-B48.)

Phis b how Bouedk, whe had left academic life alter post-revalutionary
Pt answered whien asked iF ik nevworks had chanoed:

| ik that here HIES |I|_"-;I|_'_\-||_- with swhom one never hregks [TTaR
Rescarnik (fimance minister) Betongs o themy, 1 have known him fie
veies, you undeestiand. He o minister now, 1 ihvink that be is pres
fred-an o althoush D emn® sy L he hos done me any favongs, Iml_-[
A0 see Uik Be Is dopg g R Iin:lh..."l'l."'." were sillmge ol some dinner
(renty, 1 dide't see him, and he, the grea minister, carme up i me
Ly behind, knocked an ey showdder and said "don't be ashamed of
e oupghter). Thists mee, vou cun pé on with this kind ol peaple,
I||||||'||.' I-'q.'|||| |||I.I I\.”".] -|||. i1|:|.'l|'||'_" iy !I.Ib ||lil._"‘~|J }'l,ll.l l.'l,'hl"'l'l }-1||| WL 1) I'l||“|_'.
1nary and now ore keen to prove (il they are.on the opposite bank,
i that s where they abways wire, (Boucel, lines 15681591 )

{ 'rllicising the critics

Mt o the “ald strocture” respondents tld of menning moo troable with
il gnb-communists during the alermoth of November 989 1y
I prritives, they dealt with these episodes by dewing on the shired
i of o cultwre it has known several chinges of political regime
s century. The churacter who barks with the hounds o divert atiention
o his own foxy tail; the apportarise whi joins the revolulion o gdin
it advimcement wloch his working achievemenits do not merir the
prfironed ideological extremist who iy keen (o |rl|r£'-:.' il e otlhier ool-
Wi from the spreetrum; the zealous propagandist who erigreriles the
O Gt previoos regime; and the simple dupe who believes the prop

Sl — all Ihese ure types of people whose exisience §s well estih-
Wil v the Tolk memory of previoes revelutions, The “ald struciure’
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respondents were therefore able to describe the people who had altacked
them in a manner plausibly suggesting one or another of these types, a
in so doing dismiss the accusations that had been levelled against them
without getting drawn into details and sounding too defensive.

Like every myilution, this one broaght to the surface a 1o of people
whio wene great mever-do-wells L el them that this revelution was!
different From the last one; this one wis nor ahout redistibutme:
wealth, because there wasn't much left to redistribute, but about
wuorking hard o ereate wealth. You will have to work difterently thon
yiou are used Lo, whether vou like 1t or nod, So they Tounded (2 wiork

place branch af} Civic Foram, Thot was a necessary peirt of thie reve-
luioniry process, society did hove 1 get into' motion somichow, But,
in addition to peaple who wene jntellzen and hard-working aod Hid
been pechups denied Toll self-realization, the Civie Forum attracted.
cortinly in our fnstittien, o lobof charselers who had been morking
lime towisrds retirement withowt ever doing much 10 keep obreast of
their speelalisme, and now they ceased an opporiuniy Tor advance

ment. 1 ki holy shit, (his is going 0 be toughe. TBoucek, lines $ib

921.)

[ cum tell you it as far as this firm s concerned, the sl zeidous
fighters, the grentest lustrtors were pebphe shoul whom i fznspieed
that they were also the sreatest sinners; you see (laghier). And Ibey
kgt calling mwe belore their committes md Kepr saving vom have 1
get rid of this ene and that eoe, and if you do you-can perhaps sty —

But thit 15 behind ws now, [Q: Did you get nd of anyooe? Dad ainy=
one Bave to 207} No, not from this prace. [ have a oich life expenence
with handling various power struciures, (haughter) so we sutvived 11
all in a relative peace and quiet. {Ales, lincs [241-1261)

Summary

The above discussion bricfly outlined the fatcs of a set of ‘old structu
respondents and went on to highlight the ways in which those whose i)
tunes have been the most buoyant under the new regime have cu
structed their life-story narratives to present themselves as men in |

right place. They dissociated themselves from the infamous aspects ¢
the communist regime by claiming that oppressive power was focated |
other offices than the ones they used to occupy They presented th
careers as ones which enabled them 1o accumulate expertise relevant
doing well in a market economy. Some of them were able to draw &
pre-communist family backgrounds to claim ncw-era respectlability. #
of them showed themselves to be personally connected with the curre
members of government. And they drew on the collective memory

previous revolutions to dismiss their militunt critics
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