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13. Symbolic Construction of Urban
Spaces - Symbolic Construction of

Enemies

Nlargit Feischmidt

Reäding RonräniLIn ncwsprPers, one cilrl irrunediiltel\ Ilnd (icles
reporting on similär events in Cluj, il town ill Trirrtsyl!anrt \uch irs:

'The lown council lotcd lirr the statue , lor the arc[cologicrl crc'L
!alion'

'The *orkcrs ol the lown coLrncil took down the Htrngrr itn inscr tp
tions lrom thc facrde oi the Hungrlrirn Thealrc'

ing the night'
I do fieldwork in Cluj on phellolrellr ol nntionrlisrll xnd eLhIicit,_

irns lived thcre-

After 1989 Cltll has becomc both thc centre ol thc nx)st poPul l
llunarniiro natiouirl organizlltion llnd pxrtl, clllled thc Pil11! t)1 lhe
Nillionrl Unity of the Ronttnians (PUNR) and thc centrc ol the Politicill

Nrrion.rl Unity
As soon as rhc cotnmunist regime wls overthrown. Clui beexmc I

,\ rlbolic b0ltleßcld bet\yeen thc elites ol the Ronr.Lniillr rnrlority llnd thc
llLIrgrrien lninority How häs it haPpenedl What ha!c been tllc stl0lc_

1,ts used by the elile lor acquiring rnd legitimizing th.ir Polilicrl arrd
L \ür their economic po$,erl What hillc bcen the rrlcrns lhrcLlgh §'llich
rlrr rlrhrbitants of thc town har,e bccn sePrLraLcrl irlrc ls o (listinct ä|d I ig_
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idly divided comrnuniriesl Ho\Ä, did lhcsc sirlllrrions influe cc rhc cül
turll pxtterns.ngirniz t!r the rcläLionship l)ctween cirir€ns lnd pou,cr

\)lvNnia bcciünc purl of Rrtrnrnia, in the Llomtnant llomilniaI rliscoursts

idea ol_ tts rclno!itl or its rccrihciltion in rhc Irnte ol rlto ,llistoricrl uLrtl),

topic $erlr on $ ith \'ul),ing inrc slty. thc stiltue with \oDtc llxxliliciltiolls
slLryed iI its pl.Lce DLrrrng sociirlism howevcr public Lchrle llboLlr Lhe

rnce ol clergy rnd milital! leudcls The IrN ic purrts. \c\erirl rhousun(l

'l'he r.nclioI] to lhe Rontani\itLio| ritual $,ts thc rc\truriltion ol tl)c
Hurlgariirl mea ins oIthesyrnbol So redals tlterthc ]rbove nlcItione(l
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surrounrled by the lolicc rnd the ilrrry iu lrrcLlrcr numbers thil lrl Llrr
cirrlier case. by which thc-others \lirnLlilrg on the feriPhcr\, §crc rrrt)rc
\cplLratcd fiorr thern

In 199:l or tllc sr tc Nationirl Holid.rY I ne\! slir!Lrc \!iLs unvcrlc(l rrr

Lhe (Nn, rguir with similar tesli!itr_ lt re0lcsenLs AYrrrrll Iilrrcrr. ir

Rolnilnllln nrtiorlitl hcro, who wrls Llrc lcllder ol thc lrxrl\yl\ilrrrrrrr
RorraDians dlrring lhe ro\,o[Ltion of llJ:trIJ, §hc he loughl rsrinsl t rr
leirders of thc HLrngnrirn Rclolution an(l lheir rt.tLionlLl oPPIe\siorl Il()$'
L'\er, plrrting Lrp ä \trLUc ol this he.o in ClLrj !vasrr't I new iden I llc i\\tr(
irppeared in lhc loc.rl nrcLlilI bctween thc l$,{) \vorld wrrs lln(l \!iLs PtrL rr

opposilion rc N{rtthiäs, who was lhen secn ils it Iltlngrrillll slilluc
'Ihc srirtuc of r'\\,rirr lallcu slilnL]s orr ir llraSe s!luirre ia tlonl ol Lllr

(cnIel orthorox cilrhedful blrilt in the 2O s. a l]lrlce whirh w.rs inlilillrrr(l
irs lhc sccond rrain sqLrilre oithe lo$,n Si cc 1994elery inlportilnt olii
ciä1 event, cerc xn). ärst has been orgirnircd on lhis squrrc. wllich § il\
rcr)irmcd IfLer Avr iu]l

The t(n!n h.rs two slmboliu ccnters no\\, which roes not nrciLrr lllirL
lhc slor) ol the old squurc has ccascd Abolrl.l ycllr rso, llll ilrehcol()gi
uxl exca\'allion wils strrrcLl vcry nelu the M LLhi.Ls \trtLre inilillle(l hy llrr
nryol xu(l his councillor 'l'hc llungarirn'inlerfrcL.ltion ol lhis xcti()rl
\ras tbxt thcv wrntc(l lo remo\e the stätuc lbr :lood In tho PrctcsL rrrllirrr
iscd by the lrinority orgrnisdtiolr r shift ol strirlcgy \filhin thcit |{)lrlir\
was detined Their lerrders tnnourccd ll ne\{ Prograrn ol- niltionirl rir(li
.illisation' with the prctexl lo \a\e thc rlrtionrl llcr ituge

N,lelulwhile lhe cxper ts ol_ rhe rlrrlor suiLl thxt lhe ruirls ol thc Ronrrrrr
l(rwnj Napocl, $ere di\covcrcd thcrc The) pliln Io csLlbli\ll rlll llrrlrt()
Logical park iu flont of the srirtue. rcPrcsc|tirl!! lhe Drco Ronrill !()rrlr
Uity of the town und its iuhilbitanL\

\Ve irre conlronted with typiclll cxallrple\ ol invcllting lrxrlillorr\'
,\rchcology is u cllssical in\trurncrll in lllc'rnternuliontl cültulill slitrrr
mar of uirtionhood (Lö1greD 939) li)r Lrncovcring and r.co\erirlg irrl
iluthcnlic rId r cicnl dclinition of thc uutionrl comrrnrnity lls ir (li\1 rr.L

L)cople (Fostcr I99l 2.ll) Furthc rore, therc Irc riturl\ \llrich coLrlril)
utc to tlrc crnotiontlizxtioü n|d heloizillroD ol tl)c pxst. iln(l 1(l lllc Lr)tr
\lrucrion ol r hrst(»icnl lrlcrlory l)rsc( on exisling lcitr\ ilrld irlrrrL.s
'I'herc rre lerli)rn.rnces ol history which c.eille nr rurxgiucd rcirlrl! (il
comnunity-expcrienccs (KrschL br 1993: 2.15)
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Thc cerernonie\ ol the unlcrlllrg wcre not.iust Ilomaniun rr.rLionlrl rit

tbe ritual sfncc !ir\,c physicrl lellliLy ro thc \\,nbolic borrler bet$,ccn lhc

spacc hlt!c construcled a d dlllt]trti/ed a toptesc|tarion (r1 tltc \ociitL

Il-wc step bcvond Connerton itnd rski Whtt rre the cllccls ol thc\r
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lhcrn. In contr.tst Rooululilns l|llk rbolrl $,hrt Hungilriiln\ rkr or tr:tr.
done, thxt Hunsxrixns protesl ilgrirl\t cve.!lhin8. bccllusc lhoy trs!j(l I()
rlu inxtc rhis town ln(l lhe) woul.llike to bc still in Pow.r

I stop here with rny crse sllrd) artd I \!ould likc to rrllkc \orrrc lirlirl
roInections with thc proposed to|i. ot this conierenccl Conlinurtrcs i r(l
Di\contrnuitics ol Powel

Il sornehody lrskccl nle. who is irl lcllding Posrtions in lhrs t(]\!rr

owned lxrgc cntc$riscs. which frodLrcc vcry lilllc, brrt l(eep enrPlolirl:.
Lhc rrlrjority ol thc ncLi!c populalion. \tärld cithcl olLl Pcople ol I rrr\1'
geuelillion supforteLl by thc Polilierl eliLc, but bolh ol Lhcrn lo)'ill lo lhr
prcsent polincrl lc]r.lcrship Tllough Lhcir irllluenre (n] ccollomy is !rry
lrtrlc. Ihe foliricrl power ol lhe Hurt!rrrirln uriu{)riLy (]Igilrlisilli(nr $lli( I

is Lrlso e frrlixrncrrtnry plllly. i\ sigIriclutt. lhel hLrvc 25 pcrccrlt ol lll(
!ole\ iu thc town. while the Rornerlilrl Nlltiollal P.Lrt\ hils rbout 50 Pcr
acnl

As xn rrtthropologrsl I rm rLlthcr intere\loll irl I nlore hrLld.n lc!cl
lLrc culturrl pilttclns ol evenls which dcnne Po\!cr xrld orgrlllrc tllc rcLil
lionshlp belwcc pcoplc rnd their IerLdcrs

Since FoLrcnult it is w.1l Lrrolvn, thrrl .lrs\i[icrrion, sefr]rltion (ir

ovcn \egregirtion of social erllegoric\ .ue technologics ol Power lrl lllis
!ensc natiolrilism itlso dcrnrrcates lllrd mäitltrilrs clil\sillcl«n)r boLllr(Lll
rics, ploduces rnd r eprrxlucc\ cthnic diller entixtion (Willlilnls, cl itic sc(l
by FosLcr 1991: 2.+l) The cr\e dcscribe| lborc shows ho§ ritülL\
srrco!!thcn rnd iuslitulionrlizc cxisting socrnl or cultlrr l Llillircrl.c\
l'hc crtcgories perfollned hirvc bccorre the dorninlL0t \!xy ol rcPrcsclrl
rng society tlrrough puLrlic di\courscs, l)Nsed on lllc (lcbiltes (nr trrrlio rirL

hcrit sc Thcrcfi)rc. üom this poinL ol !ieu thcrc i\ nL) rcil\on to sl)eir'
irbout a dorninant nlllion irnd tn opl]ressed rrrrx)rit) I §'ould lilü lri
\how. LhLrt bolh of thcrn are courfoncrltt ol the silnrc linction. lho) |rri
duce the srLrrtc clLcgolics rnd lhey u\c thc sirtre technilltlc\ ol \!rnh()li(
tower So li(nn rny pctspectivc I see dorllinilllt technrqul]\, which lc!rlr
nrize themselves nnd reprod!cc circh olher Llu otrgh dornin.lnl .rrtcg()rrr\
rr a oontinuous syrnbolic light againsl cnch othcr

Most ol drc studies nnrlysi.g conteml)orirr! nrltionillisnr rrr liir:lrr I

lirLrpe give the explan lion thlrt rtatiollal idenLity rnd (hc hclorlgirls lt,
ln irrugiucd co rotunity xnd ordcr ]rrc llIs\!ers to tllc sllutrlLorr t)L
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'arlomic (Hob\hil\vnr 1992) pcler Niedennr:iller \ecs Lhc nation xs il
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