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'fhe rclarionsltip betrvecn the East Ccnriln worklirrce irnd WcsL Ccr-
nrirn lnanrgelncnt i! ceffilialy one oi alonulation lrspeeirllj- it) tltc eco-
noric domllin thls clonriDlttion i\ nol llcccpLcd ils positivc ot in thcI
rnteresr by mauy Easl Ccrmi ts lhe cllbrts t() nilsk this LlontiDiltioI

ences - due al\o to diflirent inconrcs est]rbli\hed hou dl es rn(l crc
irted solidllritics thrt Do$, llo rcross Lhe Wcsl LLrsr Gcfltrr division 'I.lx.

upon if under Iressurc lrom out\ide. In spite ol thc filcL rhrr the Cl)l(
wNs a rclrtrvely i\olated polilical llltd ccoltoolic \vslent rlrc inllivi(lLrals i

his East Cel m l identir! ll /)ortu i.)/iwhenco ll( te.l wiLh lhe \ltsLe t

nrodel \\'ith $hich he was unilble Lo contplv When Lrndcr rLrrrk Ilr(,

evcn thosc Gennäns who posc lheil culture us csscnliltlly clifärcnt rr0w
I'urr.rl,. r,r .rrrrur.rrrbl,.,'.,r,,, ,,..r..o 11,.,11 11lqü.1.1 lt i t...r tlt.,
queslion of wltclhcr thcre are two Gernlllr .rltules toLlnv or not. it i\
rrther rhc qLrcsrion who gets itrcluded ancl who Bcts included into tlt(.
highly courllcttti\e (xlern Ccrmiln sociot]
Notes

12. Lifting the Lid on Local politics in
Przemysl, S-E Poland

Chris Ilann
l. Introduction
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rlld that some ol the\e, signilicrlrtly modiicd, ol course, t]v lhc Sovi.l
f(rioJ. (o liIU( t., ir.,l.r< ...rrrt.rl lL 1t.. r, I. . ll. f.,,t..,.t rrIr\t
yerrrs,

ns a rcgularCouncil metDbcl Anothcl ex Colnmunist. rhc lb rcr ExecU
ti!c Sec.ctrry oi the Council. was electcd x\ N4iryorcss. eltsily deterti trl

thosc elected to the Cou cil in 1990 htcl \ervcd or il belbre polilicll
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,r in lhe crty ol Przcrly\l this hrs nor hirppelrci:|, xt leit\l llot ill \!lls ol
' r l- \..r, 1 lL,Jr,r l-. ',<ri, i.rrr. s, u.l r1,p.,'. \\t l< .. r.. 1.. ,

roiccs have hecornc irrliclrlillc tn.l mllde thctnsclrc\ heatd in rhc publjc
\jrlll]re, thc\c hlvc rcnded ro bc ol l hi!:hl), illihe rl \lricr) In lhr\
) olect I arn rherelbrc ver) inrcrcsrcLl ro erplorc Ltnd to cilll inro qLrcrLion
\'o rspects {)l the tr.lLlilionill bcnr ol Lhe rnrllropologi\l: il) in lx\our ()l

l)r)\iding cullLrul conlinuitics irr Lirnes olrapid \Lructuritl rrrrrsiLion. and
l,)rn livoLrr of bottün-up populist iuitiittivcs rs against -k)P do§n'coI
lrol irnclreguluriorr Ishllll rcturn lo thcsc i\\ues in thcCollclusion Inthc
frrL l\{o \cctrons I prc\ent sornc detujl conccnlinc Ihe cilv ol-przem\,\I
rrd lecent poliricll (c!clq)menrs Lltcre

2. 'l'he Transition from,{grarialr Socicty to Nlodernit]
I s il comlronplnce to notc thilt ollc ol the ntost prol]rinent .lilult liIcs,Il Eulo|lcrn cultrLre over thc litst lhoLlsitnd lears is tlrc Llt\ls on bct\\ccI

L)r thc ELL\rcnt sidc has Lrccrr llu\siil. hut thr\ politv wx\ oncc kno$,n irs
l(Lr\'rLud it hild its ctUrit l iI KieY beärrc ir\ Iittcr cotrsoli(l lton in N,los
rl,$ On llle W.stent sidc the pr incipxl politic l unit lrrs bceI polr d. bul
lr.rc too thc boundarics ol (hc sLrlc xnd thc.ollrlo\illon of ir\ pe()l)lc
lir\c beeD \LLhlcc( to chitnges. somcljlres !er\ dicill In bcr$cen the
r.rLrcs ol-lhese polilies. \cr! cxlcnsivc tcll j1{Iie\ lhilt cor]L,s|ond \cr!
rrLrshl! lo LoLIilv s LIknrine. LlclrrLrs iln( LiLhuxnlll \\crc otcloilrl\ illl(l
i\rlu\iVcN idenllncd \\,ilh cirhcr Exsl or \\,c:t Thi\ !iru.Lrion lil\ $cll
\\rLh Ccllner's (l9iil) rroLlcl ol rllrdiri(nI)l Aerl]ix Sorre(v_ lccL)rLliIcrl . rrl. . rJ,.\1...t \ ,,,,..n .. i.., ... , t^
lriunlxries ol politrcill LIlits (srillc\) n d lhL' Lrou Llxflcs ol clhnic or

irl! rltcr thc tcrrito ill cxprn\jou ol I(.1/iuierz thc Crcitl in lhc li)urlr.rrh ccnrLly tnd thc linmxtiou ol thc Poli\h LilhUilniir( i)nuroI\\culth rhich bloughl Lhc cntirc zonc lioru rhr Billtic to rhc
llircli Sex notnirnlll Lllr.lcr the conrol oi l siltglc foliLv CulLr ral ilirer
. L! pcrsisrcd rllcl thc dt\lnelltbcrnenl ol thc polish srrtc ir lho littc

L Lrr llecnth cclltut\
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ln Ccllner's mLrdcl nittionrlis l- dellrlcd ils th€ princrPl. lhill Lhc

(liversily ol Lhc irgrllriun irgc b] creilting clexlly l)oLIrerl P{)liLicill Lrnits

l rct cultural group\ lrcqucntly occupy spccixl rriches ill thc ccorlorny
irre s\!cIt ilsi([c rnd rePlLtccd b)' x lrorc cglllitlllrrrrl socicl]'tllut is nn)rt
rrobilc us wcll ir\ nxrc lilcrlue rnLl -gcnerlrlist'

Dcspitc thc Ccnlrill IlLrroPcrn rool\ ol this xulllor. it is dillicLrll ltr
()pcrrtionillize this nrodcl rn llle resiorl with which re irre concclnc(l
'lhc Polish an(l tikrrinixn natiolrul rrlo!ctrenLs cxnnol bo Jilccll!
expliuneLl irt Lcrrns ol nrillerirl (inLlustriilll trrn\iolnrlllrorl Ntilny Iroli\ll
nalionxli\ts \vcrc frotirundly inllucnccd br_ $'cstcln i./r1r\ ol lhe nnli()rr
pilrticulLrlv thosc ilssclted in Ievolulionllrr_ Iirarlcc Nor e.rn Lhc motivrr
tioo of the Greek (l.ltholic prie\Ls $,lro were irnrorlg the PLrrrriPrl dis\errl
inators ol llkrnirtiaI niltionillrsrn bc tcLlLrced, l\ Cellner wotlld secrlr lrr

imply, to culculiltiorls rboLrt their cxrccl Plo\Pcct\ ill ll Hlll)shül!l EnrI lr
in which iltdust.irl l)rogrcs\ !!ils !erJ ur]cvcrll] drlliscd Thr'liLzzl hrtt

dcrl.I Lls between EnsLcrn .1nd WesLcr rt Sla\ s hr.l to ilccomnloLlillc lhcrrl
\el!es ro thc uge ol nrlrorLrlisnr Lrelarc ilLlu\tliirlr/.rtiolr hll(l \igllili(illll
inlpact Lrkc oLhcr hisrorixns ol nittionrlr\rrr. Ccllllcr rlsso.iille\ lll(*
pirrt\ ol Eun)pc l)riruirrily wrLh lllc llew nrrtiorls ol lhc rrincteenth ccll
lurt Altlrough the Polr\h rätionlll nlo!errlcnt ol ll)r\ Pcrio(l mn) 1lL Lll r
irlllge rn \urlc wli's (e g i1 is.lL this period thilt a drsti]rction Lrc!lirr\ l'r
be drrwn bct\rccn tllc notron ol nrliotrirlily illld (he rx)tioI ol crli,'(lr
ship). in orhcr \\irls Lhe Polislr c se lirlls.loser Lo \\reslerll ELrr()lx'rlr
dolrntrcs _l_ltc rlirretcenth ccrrtur\ n0tionnlrsts \\ere nblc lo drrw i)rrr
long ltistor! ol stiltchood nrld hiShcullurc ilssocrrrlod \!ith Polartd It,
L-lkrriniiur cirsc. on lhc othcr llitrtd. (locs corlcsPon(l Irx)le elo\.1)r Lo 1l1l

features ol Ccllncr's'Rurilrlnix' llclc thc rrc\v high rullulc hll(l I(' l'r
creirtcd on \\,crkcr lou]r(laliorr\ urrd the elcnlorrl ol inlel!c.tuiLl - r)\r'l
tion ueees\urily Ph!cd r gleiller rola

ln sh(»r. Ccllncr's llbsLrirct rIoLLcl. in rontrxs( to nlilrrv.LlrLhlolnilr)rl
cal npl)rorlche\. l{)stuLLltcs a shllrt diYiLlc l,etwrerr trir(litionill Ltrl(l ll,r,l
crn. ie bclween rgrirriLln llnd in(hr\uiill socr{rlrc\. rlll(l ir\s()( ll,'
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ntrionilli\m Ilnnly wrlh thc llttcr Thc Ix)Llcl llLN rolltivel! litrlc lo sir!

Altcr Polurd s frrlition. lhc custcrr Lrotulcrland\ with r!hi.h \\c irrc,L)ll.cllcd werc (li!ided bet\\,ccn Rüs\r il Ll ?\üsrnll Lrslcrn (illrciit
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P[enlvsl witnessed long siegcs. sutleliug roLl \rlr\rti{)n drrin! llx,
FirstWorld $hr. when the RLrssinn Czi[ pxid I pcrsonäl \isir ir] thc wirl\(
ol his victonous alry 'fhe collapse of thc ALrsIo-Hullguriun Entpll(
iürd lhe rc-cmergercc of ir sovereign Polish stnte did not bring pcl((.,
Nor was rhcrc signihca t prosrcss towards thc crcxLion ol a cLrltutlll!
homogelloLrs modcrn statc in Gellner's scnsc On the c( trxry, iD ll(.
witkc olAustrirü di!ide and rule' slrutegies. Ukrrinirns froclaimc( ill
indelen(lent rc|ublic oltbcir o\\,n an(l iu l9l8 9 rhcrc wils llerce hglrl
ing betwccrr Polish and tJkritiniull ibrccs Arternpts b! wcstcfll diPlrr
Dr.rts in Par is to devisc r new border. known rs the Curzon linc. \\,hirll
$'ould llave pitssed quitc close lo Przcullsl, weut Lrnhccdcd I'he pol.\
hiurnphed milit rilv in Eastern Crlicilr llD(l e\cntuiLl!r- (c(ntliuy k) llx,
express instrucLions of thc Lcilgre ol Nutio s) divi(le(l Lrp thc ntilin ircil\
ol Ukrainirn hirbitirtioI wrrh the So!ict Llnion This wtr\ lrt: ilrsr r)IL
breilk ofcthnic !iolcnce iD Przetnysl. but ir seeuts to llrlc bcon criticll
lbr nluch ol_ what lbllowell late. itr rhc century Polish nrrior).llist gr()UI
ings becilorc extrentely srrong, and lhc cit) crcclcd l lltorl rncnt to Illr,
'V)uDg E gles $ho had dele ted thc Ukrrinriln insLrrgcuts (thc crgI s
orle oI the oldcsr s),mbols of P0lish untional idc tit),; see NIuch I992)

The Polish \tate pLrrsLrcd highll, rcpres\ive policic\ in rhc inrerwil
pcriod On the Llkftini.rn side, rhe fäilure ol l9l8 9 clid nor di\col irt(
natiorlrlists liorr continuing to orLrnr/e tesistullcc l'hcir slogitn\ I otI
thi\ period cmlrlxsizccl Lhe need to clcarrse Exsretn Culicit r\ lrr r\ tlx,
lliver Sar of.rll ethDic Po1cs. DLrrin-q rlris period il becilnrc c\,cr hurdcr l0
milintaitt the diversit), ol the agl.rrirn xge: corrntu iri.r ol Lltiu ritr
Ukrainiuns and Eusrern ritc Poles cante uDdcr prcs\urc lo lnakc tllr
/ldli.»dl choices As usuxl. rhc powet relalions \vcrc ln{)rc ll!oluilLrlc l(l
thc Wcstefll sidc The ruthoritie\ soLrght for Lltc nosl part to prontorc l|t
irrclusive yicw ol the Polisl) nxtion lh.lr would ltllo\\,. lirr cxlrnplc, (jre(L
Cäthdics to hol(l Polish nlttionitlity ßut popular ofinior) increil\i]rgly
denied this po\\ibility .ud highly dcrogarory srcrcorlpe\ oi Uk rinliL \
g.rined gcnerrl currcncy In Przcorysl. lhc rlltlo ol llo r.ln Cittho]ics lrj
Greek Cätholics aI]d Je$rs conlinucd to iucrersc st..ldily rn lilloUt ol tlt(,
tbrurer in thc i Lerrval clcctdes Faced rvith these treuc\ irlLl rLtiru([\.
urrder the lcadership ol Mc0opolirxn Andrew ShcptYt\ky. lhe Ctcül\
C.ltholic Chnrch bccilmc c\cn trore lirmly c(nrmillccl «r thr'tlkrnirirI
nätional ciru\c

Thc legacy of prcw r rnta.rolism betwccn Polo\ itnd ItktiLilirns ilt
thc intcrwlu dect.lc\ r'as responsihlL-. lll lelst in DxrL, lor lhe \\,i1liIg r\\
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,,1 r rlrly E.r\tern Sl.r\s nr liBht ln NilTi lflnies iln(l to co ol)crxtc wrlh
,rr'Ltpyilg Cerman l{)rces during lhe Serond Wolld Will Bcl\\een 19.19
iIrLL 19.11 lhc Rirer Sulr wus the blrLrndary bctwccn thc zoncs ol Nrzi xnd
\ovrct orcul)ation. and the Ccrrnan ruthor itics on thc \\'csr hilnk iruthol
r,,cd th. dcst|uoliou of the rronLllnent lo thc YoLrng Ellrlcs inPrzcnr!sl
NILrch ol the town $ils destroyecl tbllowing thc Nazi assrLrlt grinst the
I :iSR in 19,11 The eliminatioD ol the Jewish populltion wirs ilccorn
l, ishcd shortl) illlerwlr(ls The Nuzis did nothing kr furthcr Lklriniiln
lr()pesole\tublisllinllthciro§,IiüdependentsrLlte Inthehstlerrsol tllc
\!irr. tffrlling violencc was pcr|crrrrcd.rg.lrn\r thc cr\rlir s ol th. Lxst
(;nlicllln lnds b) all milit.rry p,rltic\ Thc cLr\rlics ol lhe Nur lnxl
st)\iel urmics \\'crc rlcrcasingly orershlrdoucd b), lhe cllntl)uigns sxgcd
)r LlkrainiirI rriLLiolrli\t lorccs, §hirh wcre explici(1) ideologizc(t iI
Ltnrs ol ethnic clcxn\iIrg. Polish'p rtisLrns uerc h|ll(lly Ie\\ licrrc rn
rcll responses Whcn thcsc IInds u,ere linall) 'liberille(l br- lhc Rcd

/\rlly. it soon bccrnlc obvious thrl lhe srellt nlllor il), ol pte$,ilr Polund'\
llkririuiiln popLrlrtion \\ould no\! be oul\i(le lhc borders ne$l! (lelrirr
LrrLcll b) Strli Tho llontier now tbllowe(l thc'Curzo lille . otiginull)
,i rrun Lrp in lcrj co luscd crclullstancc\ by Btitish diplontills in 1920
ll wirs also obvious tllnt man) Ukrainiaus in Przenlysl, uow just ll lew
rrllcs insidc Poli\h bor(lers. could expect rctlibution llorn Polc\ fin thcil
\\,iutirnc rcLivrties r\ccordir:lly. the rcrnaining phrscs 01-.rlr ic clcxlrs
Lr! in Przcrr!sl .rnd ils hinterland iurpilcrccl nlilirly upon thc Crcek

( Itlrolic (Ukrlrinilln) poplrlrtion Thcl cuhnilrtcd ir) thc las\ Llcportx
rLrn of rcrrxrrifg Llkrxinilns in l94l (scc N,lisilo 1991. H I) 1996)

Ovcr the tbllL)$,ir)!l lirur decildes the soetalist \ta(e LrLllsLred il minoti-
lic\ llolicy $hich, rlthough rr rllowed \mlll nurrbers ol Eitsl Slil\s lo
rrlurn to rhcir ('rrprlhiun holnelirnds üorn the l tc 1950s onwiLld\. (lid
itllc lo prc\cIt lhe stelldv rssimillltion olsctrttcrcll Ul(lriIiilI conrlnü|i
l.r, ifto the l riDstrcarn Polish socictv _l'hrs policy slrpforlu(l il \lIglc
rirLional Ukfltini n C]ulturirl Associutio|. \\hich spoIsorcr il choir in
wilr\rw irnLl published u weekly ncwspirpcr to which rhc l,-hrairiarls ill
, ilics \Lrch n\ Plzcm),sl couldsub\crilt It did or llrnnt rr)) olllcirl rcc
,,rniti{)n lo distincr groLlll\ wiLhin thc t krrrnlitn minolllv. llnd Lhc f()lir!
§iLs thcrelirrc prrlicLrlrrl) uruopLrl|n with Lho\c t-cmko\ (rnlrnly lr(nn

rL] rnost \\csLcrlv dislrict) \vho hitc nc\ct ircccPtcLl t-lkr.riIi.rrr Iatrorr.rl
rtlrntiq' lr) other respects. howc!cr, \ocirlist policies prou1(rted rlivisions
§ Lhln thc nrnorilv This wlL\ fxrLiculnrll cvidenr rn the re|lnr ol rL'lr-
r'(iI lhc (ieek Crtholic church wx\ not ollicirll! rocogni./c(l bl rhc
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stäte irfter 19:+6. fbllowiDg ir\ trquid rio|l hv Srirli in Lhe So!icr tJnio .

of Romlto Clrtholic prrishcs in a sm.lll nutDbcr o1 \eltlell]c l\, but stitt(
\upport wlts c.rnllneci to the Orthodox chrLrch, lo \\,hich \olltc nl lltC
lornrcr (;reek ('rtholic propeltic\ $,erc trirlr\le er In lhis $,r! lln,

nledy helotrginc to Cermlul),. illlclnptcd to LrLrild üp itn in.l stri l ec()
olny [nd a fix)dern ]ldlrinistlarive svstctr

Prrclnysl wits uot inllillly selected rs rn adtri i\lrilli\c ccILrc, iIt(l
rls populiltiorr greu, lcss dynlLnricrlly thnll rhllt of Rze\zo$,. $,hrch \\,it\

lion ordets tllroughout the ccntlill xtcr. bul c\,cI nllet plzc tv\l it\(ll

scquentl]] lltre
BoLh in the r urltl hrnrcr lalrd rnd iI rhc c rll crf prlclnvsl. Ilor rrn Crtll
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, lril(lrcn The lon!l scrving Presidcnr ol rhe loc l br.rlch ol rhe Ukrriniiur( rlturel Society rvrs a well rc\pected cloctor. but even he chrngcd his
\urnrrnc fin u nirme rhat soundcd rnore Polish (hly in the pllysicrl l.rnd-
nilpc ol the cit), rnd abole all in its churchcs. rvas rt ntore dilhcLrlt Lcr

,,)litcrrte the Brulti clhnic histor),ol Plzenty{l lrue, rhc fbuncr Jc$,ish
tlrrilrtcrs were rcnLlcrc(l allrost in!isible Lry §r(ime destructio . but the(lrcck Cirtholic (Ukrainiun) trrdrliolls werc h.Idel to stlL lp ouL Thc
llisho|'s Palacc becxtne lt stiltc mu\ellln (onc scctlut contili s l ll ne col-
lcrtion of icon\, blrt therc is otherwisc vi[url]]'no eviLlc]]ce ol clstern
irdition\) Ihe scrninll.y wlLs turned into u grxlrtnar school, $hcrc the

)r\lor)r tcuchers rcvcrl nothirg to thelr pupils .lbour Ihe tDUlLiculLurrl Lrir,
,lrlions of the region Onc ol thc nliliD Crccl( ()Lholic chLlrchcs u,as recl
rL \rlioned to hollsc Lhe statc .rrchivcs fbr Lltc pro\,lncc As {i)r lhe
, rthcdr.rl itscli it rvas rransferred birck Lo rhe Ctiurnctrrc order tltomrlr
( 'Itholic) The ndiacent lnonrstic buildings were cor)vcrted into u sociirl-
r\L lxrlor), iurd the §,holc cornplex w,rs allowed to dclelrorate phvsictll)
Ih. Greek Crrbolics rn.Llntilined .l \nlrll Lrescncc in the city throughout
llrc socirlisl pcriod, thunks to e hilndful of rlergy wbo u,ere rllorvcd lo
lirxrtise dreir rite in Romiu Cttllolic builcling\ During thi: feriod. un(ct
rhc e|crgctic leNdcrship ol llirhop Ign.lc) Tokillczuk. thc Romiln Crtho-
lrr Lliocesc ol_ Przc rysl expatrdcd ntrssivclf l'hc previous Llcnse net
\!ork ol Crcck Catholic plLrishcs \!ils repltccd by un cquallr rlense
l(or rn Curholic uet\rork. ln othcr \\,ords, Ccll cr's homogcIiratron
l' occsses \{c]e elficti!c on thc rcuilin ol rclici(nl its sell .ls in thc edu
r ,Llron s\rsLcm. tllc tnedllt rncl itll urells ol scculrr cultu I c

So lirr lls polilictl cultllle \!lls corcerned. thc ficlure \\,lLs gc cllrll)
.Ls rlrrb lrnd unilorln as c!crywhelc clsc in the L)loc l_he poli\ll Unircrt
\\i)rl(ers'Piuly wus tbc Ll(nnina|t orgrnrzlltiou, xnLl othcr purtic\, Ioll
lil\ thc Peu\.rnt\'Prrt). wcrc tolcrirtcd so loltg ts thor \oiccd no olTo\t
ron The citircns of Pr,.etnysl durilull) elccLcrt the leitdcrs cho\cn lol

\\l)crc clsc in tllo.oLrnU), S{)//././,i/r h.Ld a Lrricl crl\,lnisitr,l iu)prct in
lr)to 8l B,v_ tllc cndoirhcdecudc the locill politicill sccnc scc rc(l ntor
lrLrrrd oncc.rg.rin: Uotil. rhilt is, fbllo!!ing succcsslLrl 'r rn(l (rble lrlks.

(,,rnl)ctili\eclcctioDs wcrc held itrJunc 9E9. rnd in Przentysl rs.rcft)ss
lrr colrntr\ those nornirIted b] .S.)/i.rr,-//r lists \$epl ull rivuls rsi(tc
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3. 'l hc'ltaDsition liom Socinlism to L)crnocrnr:v

Elcclornl pdtterns l Przemysl siIcc 1989 show thilt tlrc Solidrrit) ir.li\
ists hrd great (lilficulty iI xdrrptin!l to nxrro routir)c corditior\ o1 t)iUly
politics The elrphoria ol thc 1989 \,ictort wrs rcl)cnt.rL i thc triLrnplr (rl
thc Crtircrls CommitLees'lists i. the locrl electiols ol Ju|c 1990 lr
Plzcßrysl this lrst artl(rlly includcd r Ul(rriniirn. r nrcLliciLl Llocor \!ll(,
\f, rN Ire\ident ol dre locll CLrltüräl As\ocirtiol] Ilut lrLctior\ s{xnr hcgillt
to erlrelge at Iocal ir\ wcll rs rtrorlrl lc\cl\ Thc lLrll \loll ol I)xrly pL)ll
trcs jn Poland irr thc e.rrl) 1990s is mlrch loo lilngle(l to nirrrirte herc. l)Ut
b), the tinrc of the nc\t locrl clcctronsir 199.1 lhe ('itlzcn\'Commiltr(\
ürd thc spir il ol Srllar rtt' hrd bccr con\rgncll to Lhc plsl Bl.lurc l 9() l
lists r,o1e drxwn up b! sclcr.Ll locrl groupings, \orre ()1 $hich hild (l \
tinctirc Ioorl n nles Bur .l11 wo]c.lcrrl] trcd to pn(rL-s (n corlrLion\,rl
l)artics on tlte nillr(nrxl \lll!e Thc llrcirtcst sücccs\ $.1\ cl]jo\,cd b\l .l co|
lilion ol Clon\Lrvrtives rnd Christi.ur Dcn()rrrts (16 ('oLLrcillor\
electcd) Ten Cotrncillors rcprcscntcd thc lclirnrljd Lclt (S1-D). l rl
ciglrt thc Ilberal fury (Uli.r Ublnoscr) thrl wx\ Lhc cl(rscst 1i|(,irl
dc\ccndirntol Solidarit) TsoCouncillor\rel)tescnte(lilnult(lniltionilli\t
U:rouping Coml)iLrcd Lo the lL)L)o ligLrre o1.16./i. tu out in tlrc locrlcl.(
lion\ ol 199.1 uas burely 30% On this occir\iol, Ilo LlLriLil]irur wr\
clcctcd to lhe CoLrncil ir Prucrnysl, {)r indec(t ln\$hcrc cl\c rn Lll.
CoLIlt) The Voters ol Prrclr)sl clerred r LrlrülrxLlonilllsr Lo el]rc\(, t

tbcor irs .L Senrtor in 1991 Thc_v loLerl herri]] lar I-cch \\rxlcsir rn pr.s
dcnliirl elections. holh i l 990 ilnd in l995. \\,hen he $ lls delclted b)' l L,

'relblm cornrnu i\t Aiek\ilnder Ks usnic$,ski
'Iltcse hxre stillistic\ ol clcctions conco.rl n ncw loc.rl polrti..rl .LLlrr I'

in which sorrc rorel groLrps wcrc Ltbl. to oPcrutc ir tLr. pu hlic sphcrr iL,r
thc llr\L tirne This is lir'rlucnLll slos\cd u\'lhe lon!'lllts ol .ivil sr)('
cty , lrul in PrzenUsl x\ iI rrnn] othct pltrl\ ol Eusteln ELlol)e thc lclI Ll

corrscrlueDces haVc trc. iLrything blrt ciVil To legi\tct \Lrch u gtoup yo
c.LlcLl to mLrslcr onl), Illtccn nrcmhers On. \Lt.h lroLrp cilll\ itscll ltr

Associlrion to Conrnrcnrorirtc tl)cYou]rg Erglc\ ol Prlenr!\l.itn(l iL\ lli
lrul decliucd purpose \\ils (o.ollccr lrLlds to rüLrLLild the rnonurr.!rt It I

hud hccrt destrovcrl duriIg rhc Nrri occul)lttion Thc lcIdcr ol Ilr .,

cxplicitly .rti()IuIi\L group is iL Polc, iIr cngill.cr broLL!lrL LrI ill LlI
Ukrrinc. $ho uscd lo belong to Lhc co rrnnist Pr(r' Hc l\ iIr c\ lrli I
.rl n Lll)e which hls sought Lo retiliu posirions on thc politicitl \tir:lr l,\
shiltrng tjonl cornrnLrrisnr to nutioniIlisl]t A nurtrbcr ol orhcr r]uIi()rItrIi\I
pres§ure !1ou|\ ilrc !cLcril]r\'groups ol ol]c \(nr ot atx)thcr 'lhcit t(. t
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l)cr\hips overlrp, such th r r Ietition sigued b) a dozeI locill orgilniza
lrorls rnight rcturllv represerrl thc !ic!vs ol orllr- u lir Llo/en lrLrrrilics

'fhe divisions ol thc plsL hr\'c llured up llsitin mo\l drrmalicitlly I
lhü religious sphcrc lbll{)wing the rehirbilitalion ol lhe Creek Curholic
( hurch, in Polirnd xs ir neighbouring corrtries Lhere hlVe bee| nLrnrcr
LrLr: conllicts over propcrt! witll Lhc O[ho(lox churrh This r\ uoL un
ssue in Przemysl. where the presence ol the (Jlthodox church hils bcc|
rcgligible c\er siocc rhe rätillcältou of thc Brest Union Ilelcthccon
licts lilke plucc lrctwcen the two varieties of Ciltho]icisot Following dlc

L t)llirpse of comrnu isr powcl the Gleek ClLtholics nutIrtlly crpcctcLl ()
tlxrn not oDly legal recognitiof but also conüol olcr thc propcr§,ttlc
lrorll lhem in thc inrfiiedii]le postu,ar yetrs Abo\c irll. thc! cxpccrcd thc
rrllrlrl of their cxthedfttl on thc hill li(n Lhe Canne]ttes The Pope hint
\.llendohcd this irspirirrion ErrlY ill l99l hc xlpoinled ir Greek ClLho-
. Bishop to thc \eat in Plzcrnysl thrt hrd hccr virrilnl lbr lllnlosl hull u

,.rltury. Il wus gencr.lllv erfected thxt the Greek Ciltholics woulc ul)vc
liiLrk to their old church rn lllre fi)r the pitpiLl visit k) tlrc cit] in Jur)c
It)9i This (lic llor come lbout A postcr tccoldin!r (hc hisrory ol thc
( rlrrch inlbrn\ vrsrlors todx) lhilt-il scctio ol th(] locnl socrcty rcsrstc(l
rllc plrüüed reslilution As a rc\Lllt ol rhi|, nctlon. $,hieh invoNed !igils
IlLl brrricrdes olchestlrtcLl bi, \rn.lll grouls surh as the YoLrllg Eilglcs
/\ssocirtiou noted rbo!c. the church hits teullLinc(l in thc hillrLls ol thc
( lrmclitcs The Pope evcnlurll] b.rcked down llnd designxted xuother
L ltLtrch, lorrrerlv ussocirtcd with tho lesuit\ un(loccupling u less intpos
flrS \ite lo$ er dow thc hill as the ncw crthc( l xl ol thc Cjtcck ( xtholics
l'l)e doors ol Llrc Cllnrelites' Church irrc nx)stl) l(cpt Ircked Wlrcrr I
\irs rble to entcr irr 1994 I noliced I host ol ncw ntcntoritl tirblcr\.l ll l
)Lrlholir ol_ dc.orirlious dra$,in!r on thc Polish rrLioritl colour\ lnd
r,lLronirl slnrh)ls The lnrin ellblt is ro co rrcrnorrtc Polr\h milillü!
lüorsrn lhrough the rgcs, rnd therc is no\v scruccl) nn) vrsrblo \ign o1'
rlrr c.ntur), rnd r h.Llfdlrring \!l)ii-h this build rg scrvcd the Crcek C,rth
.,IiC\

.\s usual in such casc\, borh sidcs crn rnd (lo trlke lheir appcills ro
r stor\, 'l'he Polish nrtiorrrlist\ emphil\ize the luct tllrt lhc Crrntclitc

( lrurch w s erxlo\r'cLl rn the ellrly scventecnlh ccnrury by a Polrslr.
liLr rrr Clirtholic noblcrnrn (The c ritle lnd lrrcLltd\ oi rhis trol)lc lrrlrilr'
, ir r \Lrll be lisitcd r lew miles oLrtsidc thc ci§,t Lhc lcudrl socicll Lhitl il
,i,)friniLlcd locally wus not ll]rrlly (lestrc!ed uutil lhe rn-i\ill ol lio\,ict

Lrlrs in l9-19. $hcn rhe llne renuissrnce bui[Lings ucrc cornprcl]crl
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sively looted.) The Poles ltguc furdrer thLLt thc building \frls trken rwil]
from thern rn 1784 o.ly as ll reslrlt ol Austrian r/ih.r/, ls the EnrPcl(n
Joseph pLUsued his vcnclcttx a!!aillst the rnollilstic older\ 'Ihcy thercli)lr'
maintnin th.rr, lro$,c\,cr re8retlable thc circLrnls nces irl l9:16 whcn llll'
Creck Catholics were suppressed by the communists, it rvas nrorirlly
right thltt this chLrrcll should h.rve been rcturncd to thern

The Lkrainiirn (Creek Crtholic) presentntion ol hislory is \'cry (lil
telest Theil priesls xnd morc cduc ted mernbors of the colnrnurlily
point out that Przeln)sl wx\ thc ccnt.e ol xn ortlrodox diocese lollll
beibre it beoalne lhe !.entre of e Ronlan Crlholic dioccse, rn(l rlso llllll
sonre of tlle building mrterilrls uscd lor the Crrrnclitcs Cltulch ctrrln'
from the site of au earlier cl]thedrrl oltheirs ln their !ic!v, the lllln\Iir,rl
ccclcsiasticirl ,rLrrhoritl by the Hab\trurlrs \\,as loLirlly lcg.Il rnd lc!,ili
rnrltc llad there been uny doulrl rbout this, the) \{,ould not hllve givcrr tllr
their pläns i tbc rnid nineteenth ceullry to crcct nn enlrrcl], nc\\'Clc([
Crtholic clthedral The LJkrrini.urs thcrirtbre accusc thc Romrn Cxlllrr
lics of scckiug to proflt llom the rülilrr intervention ol-thc comlrLrrli\ls

Thc conllicts sLrrrolrnding !his church ha!e Dot drcd.lown sirrrr
1991. ibr cxtcrnallv it still retains soruc visible srgn\ ol its llisloly llr
199.+ thc Polish nrtio|rlists sought o l]ltcr the exte] ior ol thc Cer lrclllr
church by rcrnoving the lowel an(lcupolä thtt were ird.led by thc Crcrl
Crtholics irr the nioeteenlh century Thc county \ eonser!iltion olli.cl
initirll), alfrovcd this plrn und lhe cro\\,n ol the cul)du $,Lls disrllllntl((l
Hc Lhon rcrrecrcd xlrrhorization, to lhe Ii1v olthe nlltionuli\t\ it the eil!,
who pronlftl) soullht his disrnissxl They did this \\,ilh rn irrtcrcsl rrll
l]rixtule of nlethods, both old rnd ncw They erploitcd the new Possibil
ties plo!ided by liee local prcss to exploil cmotiols alnong the Poli\ll
nlajority in the city They rlso lollowed hxllowcd \ocirlist Preccdcrll l))
halin!I recoluse to the centr.rl low.r, .rllclling in e\,idcrrcc to lhe minislc
r iul alrthor ities in WLrsx$, Lhrt, in xlloclltirg the grentcr pxrt ol hi\ budgcl
to rhe preservrtion (]1-UkraioiaI religious buildirrgs. this conscrIrrtiolr
ollicer was rvillirlly neglccLirrg thc region's Polish hcritage Thc olllc(l
wils dislnissed and though his sLrcccssor hlrs yct Lo givc iI glcen lrghl lrr
the lirrrhel disrnernbering ol the Carmclitc chLrch, his fositiort is ttol itll
cnvirblc onc fhe oLLSsive belltowcr which stands irdiilcenL to thc chul(ll
i\ thc ncxt likcly tilrget lbr the u0tionlrli:ts t)ccausc ol the cortspicuolt\
clrillic inscriptiorrs pl.rinly visible on the bells Nlcrnwhrle, th. Crc('l\
Catholic church l: nowxdtJrs ollici.lll), relerred to ils tllc Byl.rrllilx'
Ukirinirn church This is irn äcclr.Lt. indicrtiorl ol lhe national ollcrllil
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1i()n of molr menrbcrs of this Church. at le \t srncc thc dry\ 01 \lclro
x)Lrlrn An.lrcw. but nlost peolle still speak o1 (lrcck Catholics', xnd the
, luuge seenrs to be dclitrerately intendcd to distuncc thcm lurthl-r lionl
ll)lirnd s C.rth{)lic tradition Both in thc cit! itsell rnd in other Ptr(s ol
lrc diocese, Ro tn Cätholic clergv hl\,c l,cen Plolnirlant ill the rnrrl
)irigns to sclu.Lsh än)rpossible revival ol Ukrxirlixn cullurc

Tllis uffair hils becn setllcd, at lersl Pro!isiollxlly. try irf|cill to the
\Lilte in Wilrsirw. Yel in rhc crucial sphere ol Llrc cconomy. lL i\ altlitc clexr
llrll the state is no longer tblc to exercise rhe clcgrce ol c(nrtrol it nlllilr-
irincd during the decirde\ of socialisrll The post comr1nrntst go\rcrnnlelll
. lberl(cd allnost llt once ufon a radicrl rnlrkel-oricntcd ccoll()lrlic pro
rtrnrnnlc, associälecl with the Hxr\'rrd economist tclilcl Siluh\ iurd
\\,idel! known xs shock thcnpy' This \cry quicl(ly led to lrigh lcv,.:ls o1'

ncrnployment. ns irraLiolttl sociir]ist prcL[Lcrion s]slem\ \rcrc closc(l
1lo\\,n Ho$ever lhere wirs ä conlpensal(ny expilll\ion in other \cctols ol
Llrc cconorny. particularly in thc cxpirnsiou ol clcry solt ol sm.Lll scrle
,t)rrnrcrcc- In thc case olPrzemysl, lroln l99l onwartls thcre has bccrt ll
rrilssi!c i|crcrse in |etty tr.rding Ukrainiirns re now ilblc rc cr()ss thc
('urzou line easily, and hä\'c a highly visihle lrcscrrce in lhe ciL)' which
\ Lheirnn)stconvenienrm.Irkctceotre (RilthersrnallcrnLrmhcrs olPolcs
rl!e tuken a(hirntrge oltltc lnore relllxed polilicrl situlllion Lo trrl!cl ilnd

Lrir(lc ir the other direction.) Visiting Ukrrinrns scll goo(ls chcall) lirr
l|c convertible currency \lhich they llee(l nt lrolne Nlo\L corllc llolr
l,'viv ancl rdjacellt areils ol Wcstcrn Ukriline. but sonle colrc lr(xll lnuch
lLllrhcrancld (there is a (lirect Ilin scrvice to (klessx) It isslli(l lo.xlly
rlt thc cc trll büarr in Przelr],s|. wltich hrs expxndcll to tllke o\,er tllc

l.otball ileld next door. rs Lhc lrrgcst in the courttry after Wrrsirw
l:l.rri irn custorncrs hule proride(l loc.ll Polcs with opporLulrities lo \cll

$ide \,rriet) ol rncrchlurdise, eenerrLirrg si!rniliclul lncorncs lbl illl
, rrcernctl. In spite ol Llrc discornfb.ts iLnd sordirl chnrlcter ol il gtcltt
tl( irl ol this lcti\'ity, evcrlonc in Przemy\l is ä\\'ruc ol thc econonric bcn
t I Ls Given Ihe drsintegration ol the old llrti{)rtrl cconom}, lher_ l(llo\\
rliill thev h ve liltle illrernntivc but to cxPloit lheir co Vcnient locLrtiorr fi)l
rrr Lrkrainian rnarket None ol lhe nxtiortllist grolrping\ has citlled ji)r
.r,1i(nl to curLril this lrrclc, clcn tholrgh it i\ rcsponsiblc Ii)r n !crl' lillgc
L l.rriniNn frcsc cc in thc tow|

E!idcntly iu tlle post-comnunist conditiotls there is lnuch grciltcr
, i,Lrt.rct with t-lLrriüians lhan belbre Once tgtirt Llk.ilinirln\ lltrc il \ isr_
,rlrty in Lhc Lown, thc ditlcrerce heing LhrL thcy no longer 1ilc thcre but
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thcir property h.r!c rrly right to scttle Penrrulrcntlyl Ilut it is rl\o clexr
Ihrt oIrgoirlg proccsscs ol econ(nric cooPerxLion do not irlhibil thc con_
trnu.d irssertion ol dcrog lory stcrcotyl)e\ rbout lhe Ukrrinian rrlltiol)
lndccd. it seems likcly lhat the squllli(l chrrnctcl ol rlruch ol lhc tlrLlc.
which irrcludes a thriving prostiLutior Lrusrne\s and thc slrodd) tluxlily
of rost ol lhe g(Drls brcLrgh( lroln the Elrst, rcinlorcc stlch stcrcot!l)cs
AL thc siure lime. drnidst all thc drily polcrty the higlrlt cx{ltionlll
insttncc of a western cilr !!ith flklrilrirn plilles will rlLrllcL c\cn glcrl.l
opprobium, xnd disPllrilgirlg rclnllrk\ ilhorlt corrultio ilnd thc nrillix

Nationilli\1 t)rcssure gtoLrl)s lLrc colltirruirl!l lo exfl{)it this \itultioll
and to legilrmtta tlrcir ilcti\ilres iI terlr' ol thc Pllrilrnount llceal to l)l(
\ünt what thcy \ec ls ir rcsurgcncc ()1 Likrrlilrilrl irtlluclcc in lr hisrrti
c lly Polish to\\'r lrl 1L)95 they \\crc pro]nincrttonce trglin thi\trrlre rl

ir rlois) crrnPlrign ro ol)po\c ilrly colrolenloriltion ()n Polish soil ol 1l)('

I-:kritiniuus who dicd lighling 1or t-lPA Thc r(rrlstrLlclrorr ol rnonurnclll\
to'rililltvrs irnd thc olgrnizilliorr of IcLrulirls llx\e clciltcll shlllP(ollllL)
l,crsy Poli\h nntiortirlists hilve rc\Ponded to pro\ocirLiorls b) in\islillJ'
r.hirt stirte la§' frohibits the commo lor ilti(nr ol cnerry dcrd But lrrr
Ukrlirlians (ils lor rnilrl)' other PooPlcs cl wcillgro(l 1995) the Lro|c\'rl
,:lcrcl hcroes hrl\e it sp.cilll emoliorliLl lolce T'hc crmIilrsrr\ to horrt)lrl
such mc pul)licll iue c(nrtinlLing. iln(l(lrcck CxLholic l)liest\ ht\'c b(..ll
promrnenL ilr x uorber ol thc ccrcnlolllc\ tlut hil\e llrctd)' treen llcl(1.

The Llkrarrrr.r .lcti!ists \!ho wish to dig uP ccnlelerics illc frobirlr \
unr el)lesenlrli!. ol the rninor rl) !lroLrp. iust n\ thc Poll\h xtionilli\1s irlt
hrrdl), rcpresenlrri!c ol the 70,000 populilliorr ol Plzelny\l Somc lt\ rll
iirnrilics hilve tllkerr ird!xntlge ol ncw ol)portLrDilic\ in rcccrrt )cill\ lil
renew kin links in Ukrxir)., arlcl cLnrmcrcirl Sxin is rxrt thc \ole nl()li\'rl
ing tilclor -l'hcrc ilrc nrore srouocls ft, oPLirlrislll il orlc looks lll lllt'
),ounger generxriorl ol Polcs. r'ho do rlot scerlr to hold srrcll dctolrttLt\
!icws concernifg Ul'rtirrirns. ot l) bc vcr)' llltlah illtcrc\lcll ill ro\\
I'olish Llkrinilln relrrLrorrs arc urtlblding, Irlliolrilllv or locrll! (li)r rrrolr
Llct.lil olthisreccrrl hrsLL)ry llltd an e\,nluiltion ol currcnt llllnoril) xLrl\
iI this rcgiol. sec licncznk irnd (]nsioro\\\kil_('11rn)' 1995) 1i rlll,'l
invcstigltion mighL revcxl th t uuLiorltlist rhet(nrc is limrLcL ill ll,
upp!'ill. ilnd the erncr::cnc!'. xt lelst nrnonp th€ )'oung. ol \orrrr 'lrr\l
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modern lirgmentxtion ol identitie\ The .r!l!rrc\\i!c l\cil( ol the V)ung
l-ngles dj(l nol even run in the loull clecLiorls ol 199,1, l)lesuurubit
beciruse he kncu,hc lvolrld not win clection Horvever. grolrPs such rs
his are. fbr lhc tinlc hcing. \till cxc.cising displo|orlionalc inlluelrc(]
behincl the sccncs Thc) arc rnirin(rining noisy polcnrics rn Ihe locnl
!.ess (piLrticLllxrl) ir rillhr wing \\'ccl(ly supported b), r nnrnrclpirl \Lrh-
sidy) Ll 1995 thcy $,crc inslrurncütiLl i opposing tllcil Lr\rn slille. wh.I
the Ministry ol Clultur. rlccirl,-'d to rrrg.urizc.L Lluri]rillr.uLturll lc\ri\xl
irr Przcrnysl Re\ist nue look the lirnn ol vrcroLß |(r\lcr c.Lurl)lignr rn(l
iln arson ilttircl( on dlc Ukrainirrr clLrb Whcn I !isircd lhc cill shorLll
irtier lhis it wls irllellcd ro rnc thrt cml)loyccs ol thc To\vr CoLrncil hu(L
been fbrce( oLrt of thcir jobs sirrply ltcirusc thc)'hir.l solnc Uklalnriln
irnccsll)r In ll clirniltc of continrLcd cco o lic LrlccrtrLirty iLn( high rirlc\
ol u rernplovlllc t. it is rot dilllcult to pcr\uxdc rlrc r iriorit] ol P()lc\ in
Przemysl thrt fublic lirnds should not be rlloc.Ltc(l ro suclr listi\rls. or to
suPpor t othcr rninorit! rceds \uch rs c(lu.rliorr.rl pror isirrrr

-1. Conclusion

Our eventurl ussessmcnts ol coltinuitl rnLl dlscontinuily rrll dcpenrl
Lrlllm lelv oll the killds ol qucsrions wc posc. ilncl to sornc exlenl irl\o orl
Lhc scule ol our cnquiry Ccllrrcr's rodcl ol r iscontinLrit! iu the tlllnsr
I on to i.dt strirl rlnrdcrniry i\ ! er) nbstl nrt xnLl. ns wc hn!c \rc . ol liLllc
Iclp at thc rnicro lcvel lt crnnoL cxpl.rin, Inr crillnplc. u,hl Andrcw
il(orraI]) Shcpl\,tskv hecrme tl ccleh[lLed (]rcck ('ntholic Iiieftllch.
,l()s.ly idcnlilled \\,rth the Ukrainian cirusc, while hrs brolhcr iilirrislirw
§I\ x liomnn Clalholi! uho becirne u Cenerill in the'Polish urnry Thc
rr)del is urhclplil in specrlyrng lhc ir.lull sorLrl irccrt\ ol rirtiorrlrsnr
rul pr!s lillle xttention to its s),mbols ilnd nrcrnings In il scnsc ClcllrL'l
r surelv right to enrfllirsizc it\ lildlnrcntllll\, uroLlcrn chrrlctcr 

^l 
lhc

Ifc linrc, othcr scholrrs (c g Smith l99l) hr!€ \hcll \rlurhlr.ourt)
li\c lighr o Lhc imlnnLrnce ol ieligion und wxrlirrc li)r thc gcnc\rs Irl(l
,,rLs tcnn pcr\istence ol ethnic irnd nllronrl idenlllics

ln troth Polxnd rnLL tikrxino. conrprlxti\cly \rr.rllgroLrp: ol rtaLiorul
, 1\ hil\c tal(crl rLl\rnLuge ol fo\t-comlnunr\t unccrtilinLio:' t{) lc\'i\c ctll
,r, hillreds rhilt hx\'c tlrcir roots in Lhc Pxst Ho$,c\cr. r rlos{rr rr\Pcrtr()rl
Lr,r,c\ts llrirt this p.LSL is cs\ortirlly po\l l9lll, wrth lhr rorst irrocitirs
. rrr place in lhe 1940s It is thcrcli)rc conrpLUlLi\,c1y rccc r lli\torJ:

L r r\, |coPlc crrl rccLrll Lhcse cvenls, or thcv hir\,c hL'xr(l lhcll p.urnts rrrl
f,lpitrcnts (illk rt)oLt thcln Only Lhe rtj1r!lrou\ b.rsis ol groLLp dilli'r
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cnce is rerlly nncientt elren lhis h.Ls heen conrPlicrtcd by thc fbrnr liorr
of the (ireek Cxtholic church in the eurl) modern pcr iod

But none ol these Iegrcies lrom thc pirst. whcthcr scpilrately or
together. cxn explirin lhe (listurbing event\ ol rcccrL r_cxrs AlthoLr!ll
lherc hxs not yct bccn loss ol lifc or c\'cn scrious iniur), in Przcnrysl, llr('
potentirl forcthoic violcncc is vcrl rcrl Whrt, thcn, is the explunxlron /
llne lrgr.rmcl]t !\,ou1d be thrt leoflc \cck scLLpcgolrts iI unccrtirin iIr(l
Lrnstäblc social x..l ccoüuTlic conditions It is bclonLl thc scope ol llri\
article to cnlllirc into Ilo\\' fur such l-xct(ns rnight cxplriI thc rise ofclll
nic tensio s iI thc 1lrLor Habsburg period rn.l i tl]c iItcr!viu dccildcs
What is clcar in Przcrn\,\l todry is rhrl rhc lggrcssivc )oLr|g hotheir(l\
who slrear 

^nti 
Uloailriän gr.llnti oü thc r,l1lls ol culturill rronLrrelt\

ilnd defirce postcrs udlcrtising r CLrltLLrrl l'csti\,rl rrc uncorplo)ed willl
vcrv poor prospects inthisbnckwlLrd corner ofPolirnd Iti\t.uelhirl Ih('
Icl.ling idedogists of the nationillist groupings teud to bc older men.
muny of wholn hrvc bccn rclocatcd frorn Ukrainc. $,ith nrcßrories r(l
larnily traditions lhat involc the violenL conflicL\ rvl)ich L(nk phcc clr
lier this cerrlLrry Iror dccädcs thc\c .rntngonrsm rcrc orcrshrLkrwctl hy
lhe questiort of corlrnrunist rule lhe m in cnenr\r \\rs the aornrtru ist
llovcrnrnenL, rll bllme could be directed there RLrt in lhe wxkc ol c(nrr
rnunisl collilpse rnd flced with ncw kinds olcxislcntiill tblcut, it is nc(
essary to idcrtity ,1 ncw Othcr'(cf Verder) 1992) 'fhc old älrxgooisrr\
provicle ir storc of potcnt imxges lbr skillül foliticiall\ to rnaIipulillü.
Nationalisl grcups have becn successlul in mobilizing \orrrc fcopl(
xround svnrbols such irs the Carnrclites' Chlrrch in Przelrysl and tn
greles ol those who ncle the ultirnälc slrcrihce lol the nlltionrl elllsc
But I suggest that a lurge part ol lhe explanrtion lbr this succcs\ i\ tLrr

fool ol disirfltc(ed youth and thc rtrnosphclc ol c)nicisnr rnd grec(l
sptwned by the ecoooDric dislocation of lhc poslsoci lisl periorl Tlrt
collrfse ol the old D tiouxl ccororny ncl its pultiill conrpcnsiltion by llrr
new patler n of petll trxrlir)g urc irls(r sig illcant lrct(xs in L rr(Ler stxnding
the inteusificd invocltio \ ol Polirhncss h) cxucrnist lrction\ $,hich ar.
exploiting the.c\{ po\sibilitic\ lor toliticrl orgarriz.rLion irr orrLcr to poi
soD inter cthnic rclärions

.lusL xs Gellner's irbstlLct iud rnnclo level rroLlcl of Iirlionulism rir\
its limitati(nrs. so too do those theories ol tlle tlansition to collllrulrisrr
thatpositr \harp, llldica] brcal( u,ith thc pilsr lt is (lLrite obvious thilt lhr
immcdrate socialist pirst h.rs ltlso lclL its marL olr lociLl fo]iLicrlculLurc i

Przernvsl. llrr cxiLrnplc iu the \\'äl,LhrLr tolitiri.Lns continuc to l(x)k ro th(
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.cnLre. aurl in Lhc wxy thrt |rost ordinrry peoplc hlvc shunne(l folitic\
irltogcthcr Altcr thc cnlhusiusm ol the ,tr/i/1/r'ilr pcl i«l therc llxs bccn x
gcncr.ll driil bäck into teelin8s oi rprthyl pcople do nr)l lcel thrt thc)
Illll irny couslructive role to L)lry in the public \phelc The p()liticxl 0xt
Lics oI thc 1990s hrvc not )et succeeded in brc kirrg this urolrl(l

Iri ull], lx]\!c\,cr, I shoulcl like to areuc thrt my rnrhropologicirl col
Llgues Dust rlso bc lirlly lr\lxrc ol thc sociill irnl cL ol thc strr.rctlrtitl
rhanges in econorrrc tnd foliticäl liic lhrll wcre ilrcompli\hcd so dlll_
rrnLic.rlly ln l9il9-90. The currcnt uuta!!onisllrs iue lcliltoll tL) concrctc
ilrlerirl lrclors such a\ unemployrnaIrt xncl $,elhre insccurity l'hc) ille
Lrol srnllly illr,rislrc, rnd thc c(rrlrlx)rt urct Phor ln po\lsocinlist.onl
rrent|ll ie\ oi 'lilting the lrd on thc crhnic l)rcssure cookcr', irlrpl!in!r (hllt
rhc conllict§ \\ere irlwirys sinmcrirrg aud wrliting to cxpl«lc Lrs s(x)l xs
lhc old socirlisr lid was rcnlovecl. is oDe lhir( I would rL'jcct Ethnic ren-
\lolls such rs thosc cullcntly !isible ill Przemy\l c[]l bc il((|csscd br_

l)owcrholdcrs: Ibr cxrrlrplc, through e.lLrcutionxl proglIrrrncs rn(l
rlrr()ugh politicrl ilnd economic rclörnr\ UIlbltrniltel!. lhere $n\ littlc
sign in the llrst h.rll ol rhe I990s Lh.ll lhc .c\! polirical prrtic\ \'cre cxpl
rlc ol playing a responsiLrle role ol thi\ kin(l (\cc Lc\!is 199.+) Ir lhosc
(onditions thc collvcntio.rl slrnce ol the unthrcfologist. §hicll I woLrld
chlrxctcriscls l(]t thc loicc ol thc pcoplc be heul(1 , rs \inrfll rx)t good
rnouBh ln Poland r geDuinel]'populirr mrss rl)ovcrncut !vils hijxckL'd by
lirclioDs ilud tlle llorescencc ol r so-.rllcLl ci!il \ocicty hus getrcraLcd
rrrly. polenliilllv millignanr 1i)rms ol n.ltior)rlisrn in plnces like Prlcrnlsl
sllongcr centml inleaventions and lurlher rner\urcs ol politiclrl, cco
Iolnic xrcl culrur l reglrlilrion lnlLy be the ori) \Ä it!s to cnsurc thitt
llkrilinillns receive luir deill iu this corner o1 PolLLrlLl

Note:
I Thrs p.rfdr .üises out of nurrerous lieki trps to Sourh Erst Pol.rn(l

since 1978. the most recenl being rn 199.1 ir)d 1995 Ir is.rn e.uly pro(l
Lrct ol l grilnr liolrl lhc Econornic irnd Soci l Rcserrch Cbu|cil (R
00021ar071 Ihc Polilic\ ollic igioLrs I.lentrt]: the CrccL Cir(lrol;cs ol
aentr.rl Europe), nhlch wlll supporl lurther lie1(l rcscirrclr in Pol.rnLl
nrd Ukrrrne in 1996-7 A \onrewhtlt lirllcr lrisloricirl rcrount rur b.
liu (l ir llann 1996 Nl),greir(e\l dch( i\ to ErnL'st Ccllnel:srdly. hc
LlicLl in Norcn$c'r 1995. belore I hr(l ir oplorlLrnitl to tliscLrss lhis
Iräterill \fith hirr
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