These headstrong people on
deserve far more aftention than h
Wum Division, where they are fo
ethnic group and they easily exci
their near nudity and q dre
skirt, while the men drape a louqn o
lly sport dane guns, for the pdn
is hunting.

Esimbi-land is nearly do
It includes such places as itiaky,
others, which the English show a
(the Aghem are shut off on the wes
and the Esu peoples).

i



ABB A

wear the flowing Bali 9

Gramslandars o Fananicoragucy B e “ko"d""w

¥ West Cameroon.
Early History
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The Battle of Bufi
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In the ensuing batile the Esimbi Chisf of |
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the Babad|l gave

named Yaokpe, of Menka (Mamfe) n,
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The late Chief Wachong stated, —
by other accounts — that the Germans nter
Mubadii, whose inhabitants guided the
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OMposed of elderly mafas. gthcychalr'"O” Aftariting on the oy
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MARRIAGE s
Girls were ';xly Dowry.
4 d at pul ) ]
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8 the process of
WO parts

As elsewhere i Afri
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2. Goars.

3. Cash ny
e zlmcd-ngf:lOszs(Fr 7000 1 fr 17 000

; < ibiyepere » - about 20
Pal; 1, I
am.o',::’t.y and orher things used fuo'wnn'ngrhg

EMpor
;Tnml had not reached the iron age  About six
Ui nt
Bibeg;::« o one goat labout 12 £, or Fr. 415 C.E A) in the
As already stated elsewhere circumcision Esimbi

among Esimbi men

takes place when the youths are fully grown 1o manhood and

ready to en‘er into matrimony.  When the youths are being ar-

umdised with full ritual in their annual < MASS Groumasion camp s,

their fianales are in attendance on them 1 As soon as the eTany

< over, marriage takes place.

OCCUPATIONS

The principal occupation of the Esimbi is hunting. They also

fish and collect honey. When not hunting the men are engaged
in the collechon of palm oil, which has always made Esimbi-land
the target of attack from their Aghem neighbours who being in
the grassland do not possess palm frees, The women plant plan-
tams, co-yams, yams, maize, beans and groundnuts, The prin-
apal pastime of the Esimbi is dancing. This usually fakes place
n the Dry Season at around Chistmas when the harvest is in
Hunting is easier and there is plenty of fish (from the now low
rivers), and abcve all there is plenty of « masang »> (paim wine) fo
S0 round and not un.naturally, this is also the marriage season |
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