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INT RODUCTION

Toe purpose of this research is to determine,throogb
vate and official letters, minutes and memoranda of
pn~ations, t~t~es and _actions, the roles played by
lrnders. offic1als, chiefs and nati,·cs of the Cameroon cust
in the events that led up to the scramble for and I.beanncation of the coast.al district of Cameroon in \8&4. Specialemphasis will be given to missionary sourcessince mmionarics,

~

were more numerous, more widely sp~ d, sc1tlcdin tcmotel"
areas, tended to live longer in their stations,

"'TOte home~

quently, and bad a more adequa te know\edge of the tmi:Oand officials. In addition, ~
were good informants because they tended to write about
everything in their territ ories. commerce. c,·3.ngelism.educ.a•

ry than did traders
tion, politics -

many of their letters being publishedin~

nary journals in whole or in e~tracts. It is hopedth1t this
attempt to piece together and ana lyse infonnation from~tively unurilized sources will give us a better undersWldin&
of the story of the anne~ation of Cameroon.
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The period 1875 to 1885 can justifiablybe deseribod
of transition in the history of Cameroon,becween
f:roo~~
rion of the oveJSCaSslave _1radef~m alon..~t~ ·umatecomcoast and the slow but effocbvecstabhshment . 1&11 Tt'\\'IS
merce; between tribal independenceand colorua
se,oscof
during this transition that c: new • ~u~~s :d teachento
their own attribute, detennined as m,SSionaoes

·%:

2ll

10

-,'Jizc convcrrand ro open up Ar,;, ford
l<ach.ro c, -;,.,,¼,ss-menand speculators to
0Ion, '"lop,
men; or as were aniving the Cameroo
andbe,cpo,r(Wrule rhe rrtiss;ona,;cs
_ were
by &to~
.~::,im7·•nd d;d valuable evan~elicaJ and
ionai
~ong rhe fohab;tants,commerc,_almen we
by ""'ts) Bothgroups;ncluded md,v,duaJsfrom
Euro,,..,
iaH~n,.particularyBr;t,;n, France and Ge
.
·
aroused!>ylheactivitiesof rhese Europeans'.coupled
,rrong senseof patr;otism,led to pressure m the 188
n«arfon of rhe d;srncr by a European po~er which w
fake
con1ro1of the activitiesthere and mamrau, J)eace and orc1q_
By 1883 rhc scramble for annexation along the. caa., had
begun_ Jn 1885 ir was alread.vclear to the BnUsh and lhe
Frenchfhat the Germans were the victors and were lbe P0wer
robe in theCamerooncoastand its eventual hinterland. 1875
to 1885in rhe historyof Cameroon may be said to be a JlOried
duringwhkh rhe threeimporfamEuropean powers took stock
of rhcfractivitiesin the < Cameroon District •• appreciated the
needfor annexaHon,and rogerherbegan to scramble for it.

~~

~

< Cameroon, is of Portugueseorigin meaning •praw ns•
whkh theP0rtugue,efoundin the Cameroon estuary and named
it Rio dos Cameroes. Later, in the nineteenth century, lbe
nativeSCltlemenrsof
were known as • Came.

Bayas the « Cameroon

o avoid
in the use of name.,.
au se1t1emenrs
or villagesreferred to in the nineteenth century

as , Cameroons•. Unlessquoted, will be called by their tribal
or Pl'esentnames. The name < Cameroon District• will be
USC<J
to refer to the entire Camerooncoasr from Rio do! Rey on
fhe Cameroon-1'1,genaboundary in the west to the campo
m,er on the Cameroon-RioMuni boundary in lhe south < CaWillbe USC<Jto designate the modern state ~f Came.

:::oon
•

The Cameroon District is topographicallydiv;ded into the
coastal swamps •nd the thick rainy forests. 1ne climate is
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.d and the en1ircdistrict,CXoq,t
fO<
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vcf'/ ountmn reg nsible for th~ h'.gh dTh territory Inver.
were r":' Cameroon Drstn:"·ver,;ea fewofthemnayj.
w u~opcans to :here by streams ;;,e
forestsbehindthe
Ed here and miles inland.
I easilypenetrableand,as
";.blefor a J":astal villages were •~or the fim white Uaden
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< provrng
a po" w hitcs to their trade on the
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to confine

~

rh~.:

~cavy

polists,.,~

.
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Al ihe beginningof rhe 191h~entu~ the indigenous
of Dua.lawas uni1cd under one king. kmg B~IJ. Dy ~•cty
had /o~t die hegemony of Dualn, when ,-fkwu, the 18
he 13cu
largelineagein the kingdom, defected. and set hiniscl(<Idof it
ling. Otherlineagessoon followed suit, declaring lhernup as
aschiefdoms. By the beginning of the 1840s !here WCR! ~Ives
d)· two kingdomsand three chiefdoms in Dua/a, narncJa ~ca

11011
jo (Bell),B011aku(Akwn), Donabe/a (Deido), Bonabbl(FJ__.o.
kory),and Bo110priso
(Joss). It appears . that at this lune t:
importanceof kings and ch_1cfs
among lhe1r pcopJes was det
minedby their wealth, their role in the local trade, and ,~rsupport
they obtained from white traders and Europea offj~
0
ciaJs.2

Europeans became increasingly active on the Cameroon
coast from the I 840s following the signing of a series of
treatiesbetwt.enBritish officials and various Jtings and chiefs
of the Cameroon District abolishing slave trade and human
sacrifices,prohibitingthe removal of slaves and otl1er persons
wh_a~ever
from the Dislricl into any country, and encouraging
legitimatecommerce. Most of these treaties were undertaken
by co~?'landersof .~ritish cruisers patrolling the coast and
supervisUJg
the abolilJonof slave trade in the Bight of Biafra
and Fernando Po. Some were udertaken by traders In
March I ~40, Britishmerchants trading to the Cameroon ~ast
entered mto agreement with kings Bell and Akwa that no
~ad~r,,master,mate or any part of the crew of any vessel.would
o ested,
and
that the English factory at DuaJa and all
1
0
~~;
~,~ ~c~~S~ial.
protection from chiefs and
'g
t at m case of the death of any

::~l:~r
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1.rader~ t~ st given out by him mustbe paidto the
succeeding him.

flCtlOQ

In June 1840 the kings of Duala declaredtheirrcadi
to give up slav~trade a~~ to report the presenceof sla\'cvC:
in their areas, if the Bntish G~vcrnmcntgavelbcman annual
stipend of 60 muskets, I 00 pieces of cloth, 2 barrel\ of pov.·.

der, 2 puncheons of rum, 1 scarlet coat with epauJcttc:s,
and
1 sword." In 1841 Lt. Co~andcr W.S.Blountof the Steam.
vessel c Pluto :t formerly signed treaties with king Bell and
king A.kwa accepting their doclarationss. A year later the
British declared that should it appear at any time,orbediscovered, c that Slave Trade has existed, the pr¢SCntJ will in
such case be discontinued:t , and the kingsc willincurthe SC\"Crc
displeasure of Great Britain, by whom the sla,·etradewillbe
pul down by force :t . 6 Captai11WilliamAllen of H.M.S.c W"dberforce :t also signed treaties wilh severalchiefsin the Camoroon District in 1842. In a dispatchreportingon the treaties,
Captain Allen informed that lawful trade ~ i~creasingand
that the chiefs and people of the CameroonD1stnctwereOCCU•
pied with the palm oil trade. 7 He advisedthat t~ intcrf~
rence of the Government would be very salu1ary:151t would
establish the regulation of trade and offer protect!onto bod!
the merchants against the extorti!'n of th~ nahves,.and~
natives against the arbitraryproccochn~orw~tles.C~ptamAll n
praised the climnlc of the mou;~~i~,:~~0 ~ '~~~~~h. c ~Y
0

f,~~
1'.:~t:n~~o•~:b ;, ~~~io!i~~[c\i,±",;
0

0

J

occurcd m the ship. Fol o
to establishc\zy;ercon1ac1
began to se~tle permanenty nn District
with the natives of the Cameroon
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1 1B44 Rri•. Joseph Merrick, n black Jarnnica
1-.:m:l:hRopti.ft M1'.m'o11
:11.Fc~nnndo Po, cros..~d lhc

ch3~ncl nnd arrived nt B_rmbmwhere he opened lhe firstfnon
sion station nnd school m Cameroon. A Year Inter the tnb.
Europeansettlement was _s1.~1~ at DuaJa by the English
list Missionarieson the m11mr1ve of Rev. ,:fl/re(/ Saker. 8
Duala setrlemenl was altarhed to the nativ e town and
an outstation for missionaries and other Eurol>Cans Wbwtil
propertywere still at. Fe~n.a~doPo. A secon~ and more
ucnt settlement•agnm 1mlmled by S~ker. m June 1858,was
~ited on the sheltered Ambas Bay, B1mbta territory at the
foot of the Cameroon Mountain. The settlement w~ named
Victoria. The founding of Victoria was necessitated by the
occupation of Fernando Po by the Spanish authorities and
the expulsionof Protestant missions from the island in favour
of Roman Catholicism. It appears that the BMS missionaries
wanted lo establish an independent settJemenr, on land pur~
t'hai;ed and owned by them, R which would become the new
headquaters of their West African Mission. With the foun.
ding of Victorin a number of other periferaJ hamlets were
e.~tablishedand grew, as the missionary settlement began to
offer trade opportunities and employment for natives. Saker
was enchanted with Victoria which he saw in his mind as a
san_aroriumand also as c a centre of freedom, of Jighl. of education. and of commerce. 9

5:"
'lli1

per:

Themajority of the inhabitanrs of Victoria came from Fernando Po and includedmissionaries,traders and liberated slaves
and their families. (Some of these ex-slaves were later to serve
~s locaJmissionariesand school teachers, and solicit for British protection). The Victoria township grew as more Jiberated slaves were settled and traders built shops aad factories

nd employed lhe natives. Ah~oogh the township wasdisap.
a inling.ly slo,~ to grow during the fin.t five year, of il,
~ablis hmcnt (just over 40 aduhs and an equal number of
:ildren in t 862), the ~lllc~ent cven:~a1iyaltracted inhabitants from the sur~ound1.ng.
v1ll.agcs.V1c{oria became a new
home for the Bapt1s_tM1_ss1on
m West .~rica, and a IOrt of
« Freetown ,. or « L1br.cv1\k: . a, the m1s,1onnaric,
continued
·icccpt and resettle hbcratcd ,Jave., brought there by Brifoh
:c~-0[.war, or by slave~ caugh: by British.auth~ri~ics
and
ordered to surrender Lheu !>laves:o the seruor m!ssi~a.ry.10
But Duala (an older settlement :ind larger township\\-ithmany business opportuniti~) attracted more settlersthandidVicto·a Consul Burton eshmated that there were from 150 to200
:~l;ite businessmen in Dunla in 1863. and that the numbermay
have doubled from February t~ July 1864, the exportseason
along this length of the coast.
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Through !he late 1850s and early 1860s,_a~istrati_ve
institutions were evolved at both Duala and V1cto~ato mainI . law and order and regulate trade. In Duala in 1856, a
0 / Equity (a sort of international court) was set: ~::
1

F. o. l/~.
c.irw,fOOII. llll.

11'9 l'P· »H

tD4

pf

J-."

ii~'~.w, ll•ll

c lhe r--,1u•r, Ill .tppc,11,1g11ins11hc Court's d .. 10
·
fwa~J 10 bt· dt•forn:d till the Const~l's ; 1~~ ~": • Wflit
1J1~·
n-cnl lhnl !he nppc,11foiled before lhc C 1:I Vtstt. :. ·11I h
11:iJlhe ro\wr and righ! to fl,!c the nppcllan1:'. su~ l~e Co~
.1ppc.1l

1~u re.~ron~blcfor hcanng scnous molters wh

he Consr.i.i

.irnil:1hk and, besides rl!cciving monthly rcportscnevcr ho "-'ts
th
m«rm~s. also annunlly checked lho Courr rec d of
e Cou

llo11Sl\builr by community efforts nnd contr~ ~- The Cou~
~ardcd as nri1ish property.
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Clause VIII of

\,:ion,
was rc-

tmg u~ the Court or E,1ui1ywns an undertnkin
bTrcaty Sct.rnd ~-lucf~
that they would rcsp.1c1the decision:;gof ~ lhe kings
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he Coun,
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Po and 0,pp0intcd a. black trader r~idcnt there. Mr. Thomas
Horton Jo hn SIOOC, .<head .•
the colony, awaiting COIUU'mltion {roll'I the foreign Office.

or,

Mr, John stone was empowered to c make \aw, for the well
t,eing of t11e settlement> an~ to attend to call disputegrm.
rive 10 publi c as well as private matters>. His decisionin
every 010 uer would be considered final. When the Foreign
omcc refused such direct commitment.Mr. Johnstonc'sadminis,.
trntion re.organised as a Court o/ Jusrice,11 underSaker'sadministration, to enforce law and order and impose fines. c For
ordinary breaches of the law fines were imposed, as mooeywas
needed (or the t'reac;ury, but for flagrant offences (lhe Cowtl
depended on the correclive powers of ~ hea.,;· strap,. 1' Tot
whiping was generally done by a spcc1alconstable_but 9001ttime by the chainnan of the Court, in front of lhc lribuna1.
Membership of the Court was made up of the originalsettlen
of the township, although c several of the youngernumben of

the community... were assumed as members, as older people
died. 20 It appears that the original Court electedits o~ prosident or chaimHm since it is said to ha,·e been< self<lectr,e,
La1cr the missionary governor of the • colony> aucnded
1
the Court every Saturday and took down all cases.keeping
full record of fines and punishments : c so many ~ and so
mnny strokes >.22 The BriLi!-hConsul also recel\'td reports
of the adminis1ration in Victoria and inspectedCourt records
about once a year.
By comparison it appears thBt the gove_mmenir.:
3
was more effective than the ~ourt. of Eq;~v:i~ amongtrB·
frequent violation of rules. tnbal ."?rs ~~d;;,cc from ueatics
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By the t 870s the white tradcn had com
the environment and recognized that the b •e-fato ~ wish
t,een established to regula~ trade with
na: whichb3d
cepted b)' the latter as having the force of e.stab. cs Wt.re acAccocdingly they felt sufficiently secure
fuhedcustom.
nent1Yon lnn~! buildi_ng factories in di::.re~l tcltle ~·
Jnges, and sailing the1r house-boats a.Ion h ownsand vi}.
the rivers. M~st of these were English
~ ~oastand up
firm, to settle m c;:ameroonOiMrictwas c. Woerman~G~anh
tablished posts m Duala and Victoria in l 86S B wt\ .csthere ~ere alre!dy five English firms operating in
and virtUally in control of the whole import d District
trade of Cameroon. The second German fi
an ~xport
0~
Jantzen and Thormiihlen in 1875. (In 1874rm
the~
Woermann requested that the German Government tabl'sb
consulate. in I?u.ala but Bismarck turned down th:S
Frencli fmns 1om~ the ~ameroon trade in the 1870s,and
soon opened trading stauons at Malimba, Big Batanga and

tti!

boat!.

~~ ~

~
req~est).

Campo".
The Baptist missionaries were the most prominentand
influential group of Europeans in the CameroonDistrictthroughout this period, particularly in the Duala and Victoriaregions.
By 1875 they had opened more than tenmi~ionstationsin
11
the towns and villages, nine of them with schools • The num·
ber of literate natives had grown enonnous\y and therewere
already many converts. Both chiefs and \heir ..ubjcct-.were
beginning to iook upon the p.11ronageof missionariesand(white)
school teachers as a matter of prestige,and man)'werebeginning
to hanker after them. , As carlv as 1864the Oualak'l.ng.
Bell
Honesty, had addressed a letter· to Queen Victoria_rcqu~og
permission to visit England for the purpo~ of bt."1.'0llllD&•·:nhgh·
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m .and (;t'f.v~ Grenfell. G~ir~ Thom.
we« (iecrg,t_T~«t
fn1 m Gl:t.~~w. had rom~ to Camo5'lf1. a .S..«t"''.ti:Jl
:;~te obi<--:tlif buildins.., s.1naton_umon the
n'-Xl "',th~ ul ·
·. i( mi,,il..,1a1nc,• labounng on the
m,.XUltJin_• fllf" ~ .. ~n;rt:,; 11as ·other pe~n'.'I who (might]
w"·"'tCl)J..!,r
_or...\fn~a_. , ''" }k had chosen to come to Cruno1.k~ire~l1 :~k .it~ ~nc 11
Captain Burton·s. article about
l'OI.Yl. i! LS s.,ui ,"r
ter !Jin and was alro influenced by his
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hld t-ought land on the ~ounta_m ~lopes at Ma.
cbc scbeme.'1Unfortunately his proJect for a saoa.
f:d nOl progressas he bld hoped. having ~ailed to disco,~r w:1·er in his e.'(ploration of the mount?m. George
'lbomson was not 3 missionlf}' and was not serving the BMS
dtbough his t,eoe,x,lt'nce (buildint 'e..'(ceU~nt1tou~ as pi:-osenrsrormi.~onarit's. and reJchers l made tt ~tb1e for mtssio~.ui~ and teachers to Jin: comfortJbly whtle they prea.
M~,
l!l

!· ·

chN
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Gospel and educJted the natfre.s. By 1875 George

1~

Thomson 113dbecome a weU established man in Cameroon

and •as in,-oh-edin many admini~trath-e duties and trado-acting 11sp«sid~t of the Court of Justice in Victoria, bull·
dmg factoriesand mi~ion houses. and opening schools in tho
ocw ,ilJ3ies around the rtgion of Victoria and the Cameroon
Moo.nu.in.He engaged missionaries to rake care of his wealth
'fu;cd or mo\'t'Jble' in their stalions/ 9 recruited teachers for
the new s.i:hools,house-servants nnd labourers for his sana.
tori~ projcru. He paid n.1th-csin cash or kind or both, ac.
cordingro the nature of their job: house-servants, for example,
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Alt.

'th ,sufficicnL food and lodging during the lCnn of
.
"; Richard Cooper who was employed as lCacbcr
~~- •
~ r.-ant 40 d BSSist11nt
on the sanatorium pro·
' Jn:lcbcr,
5ICf' 10 be fed sufficiently, provided with
~ ~~Pltl}l
"~~ a monthly salary of £2
10$ 0d. for thcd~
and
~cc.
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In 1876 (when political unrest was tC'pOttcd at Du1b.

villages) George Thomson ~ccesslully lltemp(td~
over ccrt3Jn tcmtories hoping to mainlaln
peJce by con~lling ~vcn~ there. He aettptcd to buildf~
ries for the chiefs of B1Dlbl3 and other villagesin the Ambu &
territory on con~tion that h_ev.-oul~be the overlordof the~
where lhe fuctones ,vere budL His terms for buildinga filt:tory on Nichool Island were that. there.would be no molestation
of any person whatever on lhe island; that c any person-»king refuge > in the island would be under his protectionuntil
the ,;rial from which he was escaping be duly in,'tS!igattd:that
:my person charged with witchcraft who chose to seltleon the
island would remain unmolested for as long as be remainedoo.
the island, and that no person or persons carrying arms would
be allowed on the island 41 • If George 'Thomson'seffortswtrC
aimed a! preventing any action that might precipitateBimbi.a
into war and perhaps ruin his business (a lair assumption),sud!
efforts appear to have been fairly suce<sslulas onlyisol>ttd
reports to the contrary came from this area. GeorgeTbomson's
stay in Cameroon was cut short by his untimelydeathat the end
of 1878, by which time he had built many housesf~ mi.sfil~a•
rics and teachers, and became on!! of the gttJl~'!itph1\antrop,,L._
to have lived in the Bight of Biafra.
()lhef

assume sovereign~

George Grenfell, on the other band, arrh'Cdin Cameroon
in 1875 as a young missionary in the company of AlftcdSuer

1st July, 117...
Bimt,,J, N,

~

whi.:h Tbocmon

u

Boioa,o ud Jlft.
IMS ARMTa

.H5

whowas ro<umlng from I~~- _Grenfell hlld ,<l<x:idCd
to IOI
African Mission >, it 1ssrud, after rending aboutl) ,ri
t~i~tono who became_his ~hero• and •. remained
sentin his rrund> • .u Dunn~ his threeyears ~n<?nm~n. Gt'CQ.
fell explored almost the entJrc Cameroon District J)l'ov,nglo be
thegreatestexplo~r o~ the terrilory before annexation in 1 _
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Shortlyafter arrivmg rn Came~n he commenced o~ his884
llli.s.
sionaryandgeogrnphicalexcursions,and m~d~ reportsm rniSS:io..

nary and public journals about places he Vlstted. Some of lb.,_
e:tcursionswere undertakento find_o~t possible sites for new
miss.ionstationsi othersout of cunosity, to meet the ~
understand them, and know their environment
By 1878 he
hadtraversedthe entirenavigablelength of the Wuri River,disooveredthe lower oourse of the Sanaga, surveyed the mountau,
region reoorded temperaturesat certain heights on the moun.
rain,~d exploredseveralsmallerriv~. 43 He o~rved lhat the
mountainbreez.ewas very envigoratingespecially when the
Moun:ain wascapped with snow. (Grenfell left Cameroon in
1878 to establish the Congo Mission).
Between 1875 and 1880 information reaching Europe (from
Grenfell and other missionaries) about the political situation In
the CameroonDistrict implied a !rend towards a gloomy outlook
for the future. The Kingsand chiefs were said to be finding
it increasingly difficult to govern iheir people. Grenfell
reported that rivalry between tribes, and between white and
indegenous traders were causing instability in the District,
making it difficult for chiefs to rule their people. He informed that as a result ruler, were beginning to seek the protec-

tton. or

? stronger and

firmer power that would hold local

~•ons m leash, and were making c frequent overtures to
Bntish representatives to annex the country•·"
In 1877
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Dual to punish some native trndcn, for nduJtemUon
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authority,, and also that he (king Alcwa) wa~ Jealous
Bell who was receiving £80 per annum as ~•ding dues for ''Cb
of the vessels trnding at their beaches, while he ceccivccton,.

C 60. "
--,
During Consul Hopkin's visit in 1878 Rev. J. J. Fuller ,00,
the initiative to consult with him, and pointed out tohiat
that unhealthy rivalry among traders and frequent warsWert
the ''"' chief cur,;c,, of the District which missionaries, r,,,.
ders and natives would li.lce to see eliminated . He •~l'CSsed
--..y
the hope that the British would talce control of Cameroon
as they were doing in Calabar, and implied that this was the
only satisfactory way of establishing law and order in the
region." Actually in Calnbar Consul Hopkins intervened in
the Efik affairs in 1878 and negotiated a settlement between
lhe waring Henshaw Town and Duke Town people, as well
as a treaty confirming the abolition of tho killing of twin ba-

"~:ti=~
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human sacrifices, thus noces.sitating British

inter-

In 1879 the chiefs of Duaia wrote a personal letter direct

lo O~ccn~icroria,askingthnt an c English Government > be
cstnbhshedtn Cameroonas in Calnbar,and that c every > Jaw
and custom be ~ltcred (presumably to English law). They re-

-

81'Ctt<dthat their earlier pleas through British officials had
tccet\'ed no attention,and so c we wish [ed] to write you our41. ,_
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tho ;;ckory people

NIii' 0-.

tl»l

....
H9

Meanwhile trade and
confinued !o pros r in ~ommerce in the C
spuc of reports of fr arncroon Di

cesal Duala. Ther~ve

~~::.•
't Europeans, ~~ 1):.f~~::J'Ji
involved1u~h~ tsru~cr
Brirn;/
de~n~n(
producrs. European :en,

fed by the Bri1i~~"::r:~a,gh1ce.
Their shar::?,

the gap betwee th

u

and !he inl~ltleroo':;
w';e chien;dfpro.

the German

ra e was d

rorn

and rho Genna:, :
and !he Brirish' 1;~erc fasr co::ina.
towardsthe ntiddJ perated very well. in ~ugh the B _n_ng
from lhe Ang! Gemen and die French
lherr lrade po~Ush
lings among lh~m erman areas, !here wer~emed lo keep a ere,
::ing acriYiries Yi~i''lime. The French n;o apparent1

i:'

il/.;,i

row~s•~nJ:. British and a~~rm"".~~hof Dua/a, ~;':,:~• 1•d !heir

l~~l~~f~•

-p,eir arricli•:r

1

';;,~lward from

;:~;~I:~ 0;~~•~he tradeo

,o•r~:ha~cs~
t~;~h•~
d;~hcl~1s~~s:~~o~egr~ds?a~~~:-~:;r.~
....m ab"t 1 .
an w·
•
0 ouse-bo
land
for pal~~t
in bulk 10 rr:i:; 1: '" !heir shops,'~:-.they
European,, lik ' palm-nurs, ivo
men who lraded th o~es

mmiona .

,,::t

e George Tho

:1so

ry, and coffee

em in-

livesrockr:~~.'
owned
for example (an~me sellled
ic they sold I
s, grew vegetabl
even some
. Perhaps th
o other whites
es and reared
m l~e Camer~nmost ac1ive and mo
.
Their chief se . trade were the st controversial
..
from the i
~cc was bu . go.betweens
participants
e\'erv o ntenor, and exr lk1_ng,transporti of coastal tribes
impo11J:r1uni1y lo bene~fdmg credit. In nf goods lo and
e~ted two :pond~ from c~:rom whatever
tEheysei7.ed
tenor
un anes
.
croon It
c uro
orher peonies on lhe as II were i.;t order lo do 11t·peans

u:

!hem •.~';~r;~~sted

~~i'"f_
mws

ev:;e a~:d

and ;~n

J~em and

:~!~~~

middlem~~eclly wirh ,;:: .~ ~e whi;~nsbon
rhe
who
were lhe e·
ush peo I
o y-pass
t~e.righ, fl( Ir m_Grenfell ob~ •mbinn.~. lhe p e. Among the
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ventured into the interior, _and wa!""ed such men not to engage
in nnY lradc "".hatcver with the inland peoples. ( So dc:.ermined are {the nuddlemen) to preserve these boundaries>, Grenfell wrote >, that 1 was brought back by a party of eight armed
nten from a point ~O miles from the ~ungo 56
towns past which
managed to creep m the darkness of rught >. The middlemen
tllerefore
had
two
markets
where
they
traded
with the whites
1
and the natives.
On the "white" markets these intermediaries received goods
[rom European trading houses on credit and bartered them in
the interior {or local products. These they brought to their creditors and exchange~ them for new goods, the original credit being
paid only slowly m the course of many years. Carl Scholl,a
German trader, explained in a letter to his family that there
were fixedmarket days on which these transactions were done.
He said the native traders knew very well how to conducttheir
business and were not stupid; they knew the value o{ all goods
c and cannot be duped by us>. Carl Scholl explained that every
trader knew what he was entitled to and became hostile if he got
c only a 1itle less >. He ex.plained to his familythat local
goods from the interior passed through several middlemen
before reaching them at the coast. c These local products...
mostly pass not just through two, but often through many
hands until 1they reach the coast, and thus increase in price as
everyone takes a share of it >. ~,
George G,:enfell, who observed lhe interior trad• t,etv,een
tho coastal middlemen and the interior peoples, also r,ported
that the unmediate interior peoples acted as middlemenbetween
coastal villages and those further inland and alsoprofited fr:;
the trade. He noted thnl rhe Bimbian middlemen gathe le
local goods mostly {rom the mountain mark~t~!• !~iri:m
from the Mungo and Abo markets, and the
rcomthe whole Wuri and Dibamba towns; Bakoko counlr)' was
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ttcrs of Christianity and education, attempu were
In maroi!-Sionariesto open more new stations and ICboo\s
~ndc ~{strict. Rev. Quin~on ~omso~ re~rtcd attemptsmade
~nth:
to open new stauons in the mtenor, and the suc:ccs.s
80
'." ~ , d when they reached Bakundu and opened a station
.ichte\~me forty to fifty miles inland from Victoria. He comtbc~d on the importance of Bakundu as a station. It was
men the (Mungo) river and therefore directly linked to Vic,.
:~~- It was large in .size. 61 • In the~r ne~ stations a closer
rclationship was established w1.ththe mhab1tants through the
hurches and schools. Mr. Fuller reported that emphasis was
~ing placed on education as this would enable the people to
obtain God's truth and to read and understand His word. 1be
natives however may have attended these mission schoolsror
reasons other than those of being able to read and obtain God's
troth, in spite of Fuller's strong belief that literacy was essential
for conversion. He himself had reported that although se,-eral
places had been visited and « the seed feebly sov.'ll>, c the
enemy seems to have been awakened, for all the evil propensi•
ties of the people seem to be on the move_>.62_ For~~ _na~ves
the ability to read and write was th~ chief _signof,clVlliza~on,
and literacy appeared to be the easiest whitcmans •magic>
to be learnt without betraying one's traditions .. Th~ who
could read and write could conduct their trade ea~1lywith Europeans. and also could keep record or their debts, dc_btorsand
creditors. It would appear that it was more for_b?sUW:h!~
for religious reasons thnt the ~ople atten~ed lnl.M~~ ti O of
Nevertheless missionaries continued to grun the 3 tra ~ow
the natives wherever they went, ~nd Grenfell's ele:cnta2' him~
ledge of medicine and possession of drugs ha n111
popular c doctor > with the people.
.
ed h the major i~ucs in lhe
It can therefore be conclud 1 31 1 1880 \\~re political
C3meroon District during !~e fh:e ye~';1tyoat Duala and other
and commercinl. The pol1t1cal insta

------------------------------=:
vill•scs had strengthened campa18'U for British
thooommerclal front tho middlemen maintained
over tho Interior trade •gains, J)rCSsure from tho
European traders divisions Wero becoming
commercial relations with native traders, al0
lo 'bti;
tion between groups had not yet sho1VDany hosli}
among tho whites. Tho British and German trade O Pa<t
rated 83 before In their attitudes towards rnlddJemen ':.~
blished trading stations apart from those installed by
p~
Beginning In 1881 politics and commerce were to continue
divide European traders and to bring foreign powers cJOSer
:
a collision over the annexation of Cameroon.

";:Pctl.

the

3. GROWING INTEREST

FOR ANNEXATION,

AMONT THE POWERS
1881 . /883

Correspondence and reports from the Cameroon Distria
during the years 1881 lo 1883 continued to indicate political
instability. In 1882 Jackson Fuller reported that civil war had
broken out at Dull.la, BeU Town. One man had died, and
another accused of poisoning him. A quarrel between the relatives of the diseased and those of the accused had degenerated
into a shooting war. 63 Fuller regretted that while king Bell
was doing all he could to encourage trade and further the interests of his people incident;, like these were making it hard for
him and his chiefs to govern their people. From Victoria
Quinton Thomson made known the murder of king William of
Bimbin
64 by a gang of armed Bakwerians, recruited by their
chief.
The Babveri chief had felt that he and his people
were being unfairly treated by the Bimbians (possibly over trade
mal!crs)· and decided to kiU a Bimbian man after seeking redress
in vain. The armed men were therefore instru cted to go down
to Bimbia to waylay and kill any Bimbian man. Tho Bimbian
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in the Cameroon District in the 1870s and 1880s, and
tish who had more supercargoes than the Germans Suflered,.•
the transition. Although there were only two German
rompared to six Engli~ ~rms, the Germans had factories aJJ.
over the Cameroon District and were well or g a n i z e d.10
Also, the fact that German merchants had always worked on
friendly terms with British traders allowed them much free.
dom under British leadership. and so were able to turn their
maximumattention to trade. In fact when Bismark, about
this time, instructed the Hambourg Senate to consider what
measureswere necessary for the protection of German commerce in the Cameroon District and elsewher in Africa, he
was infonned that the Senatewas satisfied with Germanco.m.mcrcein Cameroon under British leadership.71
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Hewett's statistics comparing British and German trade
showed that the Germans exported 1,317 tons of oil to British 1,283 tons ; 903 tons of palm-kernels 'to 897 tons;
10,310 lbs of ivory to 7,610 lbs; 2,000 lbs of cocoa to ze.
ro ; I ton of copra to IO tons ; 800 lbs of ebony to zero ;
and I00 lbs of beans to zero.n Hewett said his infonnation
on exports was not very complete ; the figures were for annual exports from Duala.
But lhe Germans were less satisfied with the treatmant
lhey received in the areas dominated by the French and t~
gcther -.1h lhe British, resented them. The French, ;,. stated
earller, JOJnedthe Camero0n trade in the 1870s and soon
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Complaints about the French advance were also received
from missionaries, trad ers and officials. Re,•. W. Colling,.
in a letter 10 the Earl or Derb.1•, warned about the dnnger po-
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turn reported the same in a dispatch 10 the Secretary to t~e
Admiralty. Tn 1882 Consul Hewett advocated that the tcrritory from Benin to Cameroon be annexed. or the French
would step in." II appears that although the British Govern-
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roon 1rnuld save mnny valuable li,e., in 1Ve,,'°~r°1
the expense of J1omc journeys as a/J wou ld go
flct
rium in Cameroon. ln :mo ther letter to Mr.
10
Collfog5 emphasi1cd the t1bovc Points and added

~

sicol eharacu:ristics of tlle Cameroon District
"'<>re
.
iourable to European lifo rhan in any colony on lhc~
coasr.u
Consul Hewett , when reque sted by the Foreign Office
make a full study of !he Cameroon Distri ct and report it to ~
Governmentfor consideration, seized the opportunity to ••pres,
1
dirccUy his long desire to see Britain annex Ca~eroon.
The
Consul was instruc ted to take an early opportunuy to visit the
Cameroon River :ind make ". inquirie s as 10 the feeling of 1~
kings and Chiefs :t in rega rd lo the petitions for Briti sh pro1ec.
lion, < rheir power over the nariv es 1 the trade, harbours, c)j.
mare. and characteristics of lhe district, and any o ther details
which will enable Her Majesty's Government more fuJly tot:onsider the proposition put forward by Kin g Bell • · 84 In his
report Consul Hewett informed that it would not only be the
territory which Her Majesty's Government would acquire by
establishing a protectorate over. or annexing, Cameroon, but
Ibey would also obtain c lhe great influence in the interior now
exercised by the kings and chiefs of Cameroon :t, u He said

the annc,ation would push the white traders into the interior
and get rid of the services of the middlemen who would thus

be • forced into the cultivation of their own rich soil, and so
increase the _amount and variety of the exports >. As regards

•UStomsduties that would be levied after annexation, he said
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C\aminc lhc matter and_wrue lo lhcm ag,1in.
l.11Crlhc Foreign OITtccmsrruclcd Consul Hewc11
inquiresand reporl lo ll1_eGovernment. In 1883,
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if uprootedfrom the Dislric!· . T~1cGeflllnns had
Hrio.,hin trade and .were d1scr~m111n1Cd
.t8ain'itby1 th
Cun.,ulUcw.:1t'.\~~lier .,;uggcs11on
lhnt lbc Di.\lrici be
and gin:n 10 a Bnush CJmrtcrl!dComP.lny for
allo\\'Nfor 1J1e:,.u~picionrhn1 forl'ign businesse.'i

allowt.'dthe freedom lhcy were alrcnd~ cnjoyi
The Oriri:,.h
\\ho (or many years were 1nfonna1
Cameroon
District saw their position lhrearencd c
by lhe Gem10ns, nnd poli1icn1Jyand lerdl oriaJ!y by lhe rcnch
Thrir fear thal French •1111~xnl1onn11gl11lead 10 lheexpui
,ion of Orilish nnuonals (m,monnnes and •_r
•ders) and ""'"'"
tion of Oritish lrad e m Cnmeroon gave nse lo the urge Iha,
tl1eyshould formally declare !heir sove re ignty over lhe lerr,.
1ory.begun.
By 1he beginning of 1884, the scrambl e for Camcraon
had
4. I'Hf.' ,tNNEXA TION , 1884-1885
A Germannote on the proceedings concerningAngra Pe.
q11e11a.
followingPrinceBismarck's telegram to Count Munster,
early in J884, stated that the German Government desired to

ascenainwhat provisionsEngland possessed on the spot, in
areaswherethe British Governmentneither possessed nor cfaj.
med scvcreign righrs, c for the proleelion of German subjects
in lheir commercial enlerprise s and lawful acqui sitions; so that

the GermanEmpire migh1 consider itself exempted from the
du1y of providing ils subjecrs in lhat lerrilory by direel means
wilh the pro1ec1ionof which lhcy might Sland in need • - " AU
lhe German no1e appeared lo say was lhat Germany was not
Yetprepared for annexa1ion, although she had a duly to protect
German trade and nn1ionals. Yet an imperial commissioner
already on his way on a mission to 1he Wes, and South-West
Cons, of Africa was soon to be given definile and final instrucl1onslo annex not only Angra Pcquena , bu1 also Togo and
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COUNTRIES
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,.,.
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SH./TONS

,,I"·'"

~
S H .nONS

SH.noNs

~

20,035

14

19,309

20,96)

13
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GERMAN SAILING VESSELS

"
"
2

726

I

398

1

J,600

I NGUSH SAILING VESSELS

6

2,052

l

1,049

7

2,005

GERMAN STF.AMERS
ENGLISH STEAMERS

27

29,450

26

37,901

20

28.8~&

6

1,816

With statistics like these it was clear that Germans no
longer felt content to leave their interests in Cameroon in
the hands of the British. Moreover, the relalion ships between
British and German traders began to weaken, and English
opposition to German traders generally and especially in
the Court of Equity at Dua)a began to grow."

Dr. Gustave Nacluigal was the commissioner appointed
to undertake a mission to West Africa to study German trade,
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fron_1Wcsl Africa an~ m~kc the wayd~rcr1
fl,r Gcnnony's ,rnncxnllon lhcre:_ th~t. 1s, ~1thout givin ca_r
inin any chnncc 10 inJlru~I .1he1r officials m \VcMAfric~~~~
niin !he purpose of their m1ss1on.
The secret instructions sent to Dr. Nnchtignl by conftd
iial di~palch on April 281h and received by him on May ;~~
1
,11Lisbon, were thal he should n_iak?arrang~ments that would
leave Gcminny in conlrol of temtoncs acquired before or after
his ,1rrival,hoist the German Ong, and c declare that the German fim1s hnd closed trentfos with the chiefs>. 102 Instruc.
•ionswere then sent to Gennnn traders in Cameroon to prepare
for Nnchtignl's arrival. They were to obtain from the chiefs
the cession or their soverci~nty for the German Government,
and to demonstrate to them the advnntages they would have
under Gemrnn protection. 101 On receiving these highly confidential instruct.ionsthe traders began to make secret proposals
lo the native kings that they sell portions of their lands to Germany nnd accept a German protectorate.
Meanwhile the German press began to leak out the real
purpose of Dr. Nachtigal's mission. The semi-official NordDeutclte /t'it1mg reported that Nachtigal's mission was nccessitalcd by the happy increase in the commercial relations of Ger~any wilh the West Coast of Africa, and the feeling that the
m1c~s1sof German commerce should not be left in the protl'c~ion of trading consuls. HM On Aprill 22, the KO/nische
h•111111~ reported that Nachtigal wns on a mission to establish
~ coahn!? station at Fernando Po. and hoist the Gem1an flag
in the Bay of Biafra. ios The British, not sensing any ulterior
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lh('ot th.,1 1hc Out·cn is willing lo ex1end her favour or
lion over the.m if requested. ~cwcrr •. howe~er: was t:1'-t.
t't'fl{ rhe ces.\1on of lhe. C~mcroon nver d1stnc1s at 00
this ti ac.
t,ut was !O ,isk lhc chiefs ·• lo undertake lhar lhcy \\'OU)dll:l~,
m:,uin.xl. cede such portions of their territory as it rna ~
thou~h1 de~irable to •~cquirc •.~ H.c wa~ lo pr~Jairn Atn'bas
3
Bay
Bri11sh pro1cc110n and fix his residence 1n the neigh.
bourhood of Duala. As Hewett approached the OH Rivers
siopping and holding ?Ieeiing_s with chiefs, British intelligenc~
reported a Gcnnan sh~p s 1eenng towards the Cameroon river,
and instructions were is.sued to Commander Moore to commu.
nica1e \l-ilh Kings BelJ and Akwa that Consul Heweu was
coming shorlly < with a friendly message from Her M:.J.jesty
rhe Queen>, and that they should not make any treaty with
any other go\·crnmenr unriJ his arrival. 109 When Commander
Moore reporied on 1he situation in Duala and how time was
running our, Captain Brooke sent word to Consul Hewett and
himself Jeft for Bimbia and Batanga with instructions to sign
treaties with the chiefs taking their countries under British pr0tection, subject to appro\lal by Her Majesty's Government.
He
arri\'ed < 100 late >, after the Germans had already concluded
treaties with the chiefs.
Gennan secret campaigns and treaties of annexation had
progTe,sed as planned. On the 12th July, a day after Nachtigal
arrived, lhe chiefs of DuaJa presented a memoradum to the German officials which they insisted must be included in the treary of annexation. In the memorandum they demanded that

whircmen would not trade directly with the interior tribes,
that their laws on marriage remain as they have always been,
that their cult,vatcd grounds remain in their possession, that no
dur,e, be levied on their livestock. and that natives should
be punished only for crimes committed. "' These hardened
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Reactions to German annexation by missionaries, Brirs1i
1.mdcrsand officials. and some natives were unfriendly and v•·
lent. Revs. Thomas Lewis and Samuel Silvey wrote sev~:
letters condemning the German intrigue.
Lewis implored the
BMS Secretary lo set before the British Government, on behaU
of the BMS, • the rightful claims of England and English subjects on the River Cameroons > and turn back the hands of the
clock. c We do not deem ii too late >, he wrote, c: to place the
district and the river in the hands of the British Government,
although three Gennan ffa[.?s have been hoisted here>. 1u
Silvey reported in December 1884, confirmed by Lewis, that
since the hoisting of the German flag the towns on the river had
been o: in a verv unseltJed condition>, and that the Germans
were unpopula.f wirh the people.
He said German men-of.war
were arriving
and firing on the towns c without the least war.
116
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his f:imily were reported to hnvc considerccr it \\IL'll)S.11, '
refugt in· lhl' bush. ni Sc~crn_lmis.~ionnryJcuers !IC lo lee\
l·onfinned this srntc or arrmn. rn DunJa
~
ning months or 1884 after German annexn
rcrtlal.
c-it.-.uallyfi,E?uresdifkrcd from one infon11nn1
January I 885 Bismarck roJd the Reicbsrag
nbour the war between the natives nnd the
resulted to c Joss of mnny kiUed and wounded on
sid~ ,md with one mnn killed and several wounded
e Ge
man'· 1:~ TJ1e Gcminn Chancellor warned the Rcichst r.
!lint Germany must either give up b~siness in Cameroon :~
c make haste to e.slablish our autJ10nty >. He said he had
facrs to prove thnr the British were insinu,uing hostility between
the natives and the Germans. Dr. Busch, Bismarck's Secretary, said he found complainls of German intrigues were baseci
on the language of lhc British ConsuJ and other Officials.
Consul Hewett had wrillcn 10 lhc natives referring to them
as « great fools for selling themselves lo Gcmrnny >, and war.
nin_gthat • th~y would find out later that !hey would have done bc!l~r ro accept English rather than German protection ,. iu
German authorities decided 10 act immediately to put an
end !o aJI anti-German activities in Cameroon. Bismarck had
warned a few weeks after annexa1ion lhat London was not
showing the consideration lo German lrade, to which it was
cn1itlcd. He said if Gcminny foiled 10 push her rights with
L'nergy,she risked !cuing rhcm sink i1110oblivion, fa!Hng in•
to position inferior to England's and strengthening the unbounded arrogance shown by England and her colonies to us ...
Seejng lhe want of consideration shown in British colonial
policy, modesty on our part is om of place and is not the
1
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ro talk about .scndfog German missionaries to
Briti.,h. This 1uti1Udebegan t_oencourage the fee
BMS circles that their days m the Cameroon
numbered.
The annexar!on <;fIlic Cameroon River districts and th
Settlementof V1ctonn by l11eGennaa s and the British c
peclively, began the major race for other. territories, ~hi~
literally, brough1 the two J)O\~erstogether in the scramble for
Cameroon. The Genmms aimed to annex the Carneroon
Mourain.The British began to sign treaties in territories be.
hind Gcnnan protectorates in effort to girdle lhe Gennan
seltlemenls and cut them off from the interior. 127 Prince Bismarck informed Count Miins1cr that British agents were busy
cutting Gennan acquisitions from the mountains and the eas..
tern hinterland. He said the British were led by a Slav, named
Rogozinski,and were determined to hamper the German inward extension and injure German prcslige. 128 Germans in
West Africa also wrote home complaining about the activities of Rogozinski.
Stephen S. Rogozinski, a Polish national, had come to Ca-

meroon in 1883 on an expedition which he organized as an
inde~ndcnt underraking. When he arrived in Cameroon, he
acqui~ a c vaJu~ble_
• stretch of territory on the slopes of the
mounram,and bud1his home on Mondoleh Island where it was
c more convin!entfor him to treat the crowds of c sick people •
who went to h,m from the mainland to get the necessary medi-

ci~c for their numerous diseases • · 129 In this way Rogozinsk:i
ga,~ed tremendous respcc1 and influence with the chiefs and
natives of lhc mourain regions. After the Gennans annexed
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ln Januruy J885 the Foreign Office replied to l<ing llcu·,
Jetterregretting Jus ac110n, but adv1smg Jum to c rcmrun loyal

10thecountry under whose protectorate you have plaCCdYour.
self>. m At Berlin Mr. Meade assu~ed the German Govern.
mcnt that the British would not stand m the way of Gennanyts
endeavours to extend their territories inland, and that the Bl\1s
were ready to offer their cooperation in fascilitating the csta.

blishment of German rule in Cameroon . The Ambassador
advised his home Government to instruct the British ConsU!
in Cameroonto use c whatever influence he may possesswith
the natives to accept their new masters >, and the English traders, « ro keep quiet and not raise difficulties> 133 In March
the German Ambassador in London, Count Bismarck,
informed Prince Bismarck thar the British were ready to
make liberal concessions in Cameroon c to prove the good
will of England •• and that they had accepted the German position• fully and loyally >. 13• Given the controversy over the
role of Rogozinski, the British Government refused to press
any tcrriloriaJclaims on the treaties signed by him, letting the

Germanshave the territories in question.

Rather than wait and be expelled, the BMS began to find

waysof reaching a settlement over the lands they owned in tlJe
Ambas Bay region and other parts of the Cameroon District,
and to withdraw peacefully from Cameroon . This step was
10
taken "'.hen it was known tlmt the Germans were very anxious
obta,? Victoria, and had continued to regard BMS missio~anes wnh bitterness. The BMS therefore advised that the Brillsh and German Governments should negotiate
the sale
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c,prc.s!iedthe hope that the status quo under Which trnd
tarried before annexation would be maintained.
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traders tln rhc coas1. which ~nrrier _reduced both the rate
incre.,scin rmdc and 1J!cP:°.fi~sfrom 11, It would be obscrveJ
0
that rhc lhrt.-c cerritoncs 11111mlly
a~ncxed by Germany We
those where the middlemen monopolists were most active, a::
whereGermanlradc was conccntrarcd.
Third. the British reluctance to annex and provide the SC.Cu.
riiv which both British and Gcnnan traders badly needed encou.
r.1icd the Germans lo ac1 _m once. The suddenness of the
Gcmian action can be at1nbu1ed to the tltreat posed by the
French who were evidently seen lo be ready to annex Cameroon. Fourth. the Germans may have also annexed the Cameroon District as an attempt to balance the power situation in
the Bightof Biafra-the British on the Niger river, the French
on the Gabon river, and the Germans on the Cameroon river.
Finally,the Germans annexed Cameroon because of the relentJe....,s
pressurefrom her traders, business organisations and colo.
nial associations lhat Germany must have colonies. When
Bi~marckfinally yielded 10 these pressure$. his attention was
directed10 areas worth having.
As £or the indigenous societies they lost their traditional
iden1iryin the events lhat led to the annexation of their lands.
They had respondedenthusiastically to the demands of international~onomks, adjusted to western norms, albeit imperfectly,
but faded lo understand the people with whom they were dealing. Consequently tl1eyfailed in the face of every temptation, c~dcd up losmg what they requested and giving away what
lhey wishedto preserve-their righrs and their independance.
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